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Dean Kathy Rodger has had a long and fun career at NECC. 


Beloved dean in 
Lawrence to retire 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


Kathy Rodger, dean of the 
Northern Essex Community 
College’s Lawrence campus, decided 
to take advantage of the Early 
Retirement Incentive Law and retire 
on June 15, which happens to be her 
60th birthday. 

“It’s been 18 years,” Rodger said. 
“Time flies when you are having a 
good time.” 

Rodger said she wasn’t even 
thinking of retiring until the ERI was 
passed. 

“T thought, oh my lord, I’m not 
young,” Rodger said. “I sat back, 


looked, and figured it out. June 15 is 
my birthday and I turn 60. The ERI 
turns you five years older, so I go 
from 60 to 65.” 

Rodger said before she made her 
final decision she met with President 
David Hartleb and discussed it with 
him. 

“I chose to leave. I am very 
healthy,” Rodger said. “You want to 
leave when you’re in good shape. 
Life’s been good to me.” 

Rodger was hired in 1985 as 
director of the International Institute 
by former NECC President John 
Dimitri. 


See Beloved, page 6 


Improvements 
for campus on the way 


By PETE EDGERLY 
News Editor 


NECC will be transforming over 
the next seven to eight years. With a 
new technology building planned and 
upgrades and additions to all of the 
existing buildings, one might assume 
that students are footing the bill for 
the improvements. However, tuition 
costs will not rise and the improve- 
- ments do not effect statewide budget 
cuts. The money for the projects will 


~ come from state bonds and private 


donations. 
Mark Andrews, vice president of 
_ administration, has put a 10-year plan 


the plans for improvements at NECC. 
The plan began about two years ago 
with improvements to existing build- 
ings. Roofs are replaced and old 
classrooms have been converted into 
“smart classrooms” which have inter- 
active capabilities including a roll 
down screen with a projector for 
computer demonstrations and educa- 
tional videos. The Sports and Fitness 
Center will have its roof replaced at 
the end of April. 

After the certain improvements 
to the existing campus have been 
made, the new technology building 
will be built at the front of the cam- 
pus, next to the F building. The new 


See Improvements, page 5 
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Meet ‘48 
Rooms’: a band 
on the rise 


Faculty layoffs are a 
possibility, but cuts 
in administration 
have started 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


The ax dropped at NECC last 
Friday as President David Hartleb 
announced administration layoffs, a 
possibility of faculty layoffs. and— 
in a major restructuring of leader- 
ship—the new dean of the Lawrence 
campus. 

Bob Hatem, a top-level adminis- 
trator, and David Rattigan in the pub- 
lic relations office learned they will 
not have jobs after the school year. 
Mary Ellen Ashley was named the 
new dean of the Lawrence campus. 

And it may not stop there. 

Hartleb said that if the budget cut 
is 20-21 percent instead of the 10-12 
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to sit down with me on this.” 

NECC will have 27 faculty posi- 
tions open at the end of the school 
year according to Hartleb, and most 
will remain unfilled. 

“T have authorized six searches 
for faculty we know we are going to 
hire,” Hartleb said. 

But first, cuts hit administration. 
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I have to stop saying ‘never’ when it 
comes to faculty layoffs, because what if I 


have to. 


—President David Hartleb 


percent he had been planning on, 
there will be faculty layoffs. The con- 
tract with the faculty does not require 
the Trustees’ approval for faculty lay- 
offs. 

“The priority I have is to replace 
the faculty we are losing,” Hartleb 
said. “But it crossed my mind to 
rethink my words. I have to stop say- 
ing ‘never’ when it comes to faculty 
layoffs, because what if I have to.” 

Hartleb said the variable is 
whether or not the Legislature 
increases taxes. 

“If they don’t it will be worse 
than we can imagine,” Hartleb said, 

If it does come down to faculty 
layoffs, Hartleb said he doesn’t know 
where they will come from. 

“This is not a core values issue,” 
Hartleb said. 

Hartleb said he will sit down only 
with the administration and staff to 
discuss faculty layoffs, “I can’t even 
imagine the union would be willing 


Rattigan, public relations coordi- 
nator, was the first employee of the 
College to find out he was getting 
laid off at the end of the school year. 

Rattigan was informed by his 
boss Ernestine “Ernie” Greenslade 
last Friday that his last day will be 
June 28. He said with Hatem’s con- 
tract not being renewed, he didn’t 
think they would trim more in the 
public relations department. Hatem, 
executive assistant to the president, 
oversees the public relations depart- 
ment. 

“I was very surprised,” Rattigan 
said. “I shouldn’t have been, but I 
was. There’s an old saying in busi- 
ness, ‘last one in, first one out’.” 

When Rattigan took the job at 
NECC, he said he considered it a one 
year internship. 

“My intention was to look for a 
better job,” Rattigan said. “It just 
basically moves everything up.” 

Rattigan works 30 hours a week 
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Top Notch 
players present 
‘Rumors’ 
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New dean Mary Ellen Ashley 


and has an annual salary of $23,445. 
Rattigan said he didn’t mind the low 
hours because it gave him free time 
to do freelance and to teach an 
English Composition I class. 
Rattigan said he has a lot of projects 
in some phase of development, but 
would like‘to stay in public relations 
at a college. 

“A lot of my future plans will 
depend on my financial situation 
when I come out of tax season,” 
Rattigan said. 

Rattigan said a friend of his has 
encouraged him to apply for a job at 
a fairly major New England museum. 

“Vd be surprised if I was around 
June 28,” Rattigan said. “That means 
I’m being very selective about jobs.” 

Rattigan said he doesn’t have any 
ill feelings toward Hartleb or the col- 
lege. 

“Tt’s a tough situation David and 
the other administrators are in 
because $2.3 million is a lot of 
money,” Rattigan said. “I feel badly 
loosing my job, it’s better that I lose 
my job than someone on the faculty 
or someone with kids.” 

Rattigan said he still appreciates 
the college and supports its mission 
and has hopes of returning as an 
adjunct faculty member in the fall: 
First up for Rattigan, a part-time 
stand-up-comedian, will be compet- 
ing in the Boston Comedy Festival on 
April 27 at Nick’s Comedy Stop. 

“I’m sorry to see David go,” 
Greenslade said. “But it’s tough right 
now in the whole budget issue.” 

Hartleb said the decision to not 
renew Hatem’s contract was made in 
December. Hatem first came to 
NECC a little over four years ago, 
according to Hartleb. 


See Layoffs, page 5 
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Faculty layoffs. 
will hurt NECC 


The current situation 
with college staff layoffs 
poses major problems for 
everyone here at NECC. 
The budget crisis has 
forced NECC to make 
some cuts in administra- 
tion, and faculty may be the 
next to go. 

Our college already had 
to make cuts to fill the $2.3 
million dollar budget gap. 
With such a large amount 
of money needed we could 
have many more faculty 
members losing their jobs 
in the future. 

President Hartleb has 
already announced admin- 
istration layoffs and possi- 
bly more to come. With 
fewer administrators work- 
ings wate NEC Gee otner 
employees will have to take 
on their jobs in addition to 
their own. This smaller 
staff will maybe save 
money, but the amount of 
attention to each job will be 
spread too thin. 

The threat of faculty loss 
is a very real issue. If the 
budget cut is higher than 
expected the school will lay 
off teachers. Fewer full- 
time teachers equal less 
qualified part-time teach- 
ers. We will all be short- 


changed if our school has a 
less than qualified staff. 
The teachers here at NECC 
are what make our college 
so great. These teachers 
may lose their jobs not 
because they are incompe- 
tent, but because the school 
can no longer pay their 
salaries. Without a full 
staff, the school may find it 
harder to provide the level 
of education we are used to 
at NECC. 

Another problem we 
could face are departments 
and programs being cut. 
The school may have to 
eventually cut some pro- 
grams and departments to 
conform to the budget sta- 
tus. Fewer programs means 
fewer opportunities for stu- 
dents. 

A solution to some of 
our problems may result in 
a rise in tuition. While this 
may help solve some prob- 
lems it will create new 
ones. Students who are on 
financial aid and need 
assistance with tuition will 
find it harder to pay for 
their education. 

What we at the NECC 
Observer want everyone to 
know is that the budget cri- 
sis is happening now. This 
is something that not only 
affects other colleges in the 
state, but affects NECC 
tremendously. 
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Do you think that Cardinal 
Bernard Law should resign? 


Candice Sirigos, business 

“T think he should. He knew about 
everything that was going on. He 
wasn’t protecting people and he was- 
n’t doing his job.” 


Brianne Chouinard, deaf studies 
“There is a lot of things he should 
have done. I think he should have at 
least adressed the issue earlier than 
he did.” 


Richard Pichardo, business 
“I’m unsure because | think he did 
what he thought was best for the 
Catholic church. Although, the 
church itself is not flawless.” 


David Pellerin photos 


Chris Peura, education 

“Yes, honestly I do. Because quite 
simply it’s not the 14th century. It’s a 
different world. You see sex every- 
where. I think priests are exposed to 
it and it becomes a serious pressure.” 


Susan Sanders, faculty 
“T don’t think it is any of my busi- 
ness, because I’m not a Catholic.” 


Rene Oliveira, computer science 
“Yes, I think he should resign. 
Although it is hard to decide.” 
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Israel should not assassinate Arafat 


Peace should be the 
ultimate goal for all 
nations involved 


Yasser Arafat 
will not stop 
the conflict in 
the Middle East 
and will simply 
add more prob- 
lems to the 
Israelis situa- 
tion. 
Our coun- 
try 
faced a tough decision in giving a 
“ereen-light” to Israel to continue 
its retaliation against the 
Palestinians. The U.N. said Israel’s 
attack on Arafat’s compound could 
create a disastrous situation. Even 
so, President Bush _ supported 
Israel’s non compliance with the 


recently - 


U.N. and attacked Arafat and his 
forces directly. Bush’s choice was 
risky, but it was the right thing to 
do. The suicide bombings were 
ravaging Israel. Israel had to retali- 
ate to stop Palestine from conduct- 
ing further bombings. 

However, if Israel goes in and 
kills Arafat, all of 
Palestine will seek a huge 
retaliation. To the 
Palestinians, Arafat is 
their leader, and his death 
would create chaos. As 
President Bush has stated, 
Arafat is a “symbol” of 
Palestine, his death would 
make peace agreements 
between the two nations 
impossible. 

Bush himself has also 
stated that Arafat is a special case 
outside of his “Bush Doctrine.” 


The doctrine has a strong policy on 
terrorism. It states that there is to be 
no negotiating with terrorists. Bush 
was smart in making allowances for 
Arafat, in this category, because if 


Arafat is killed there will be no 
leader for the countries to deal with. 
Bush was also correct in differenci- 
ating between the Palestinians and 
al-Qaida. This is not a situation that 
can be resolved by assassinating the 
leaders involved. There will be no 
chance of peace if Palestine has no 


leader to represent it’s people. 
Palestine would be a lot harder to 
deal with and even harder to con- 
trol. 

The fighting between Palestine 
and Israel has so much history 
behind it that it cannot be resolved 


by killing 


Arafat. 
Arafat’s 


case is dif- 
ferent 
because in 
the past he 
has signed 


The fighting between Palestine and 
Israel has so much history that it 
cannot be resolved simply by 


killing Yasser Arafat. 


peace treaties and tried 
to negotiate. Years ago, 
peace seemed to be on 
the right track and that 
can be attained once 
again if things are han- 
dled properly. That is 
the key. Even though peace between 
Israel and Palestine seems impossi- 
ble, it should be the main goal for 
all nations involved. 

The U.N. proposed a cease-fire, 
but Bush is finally stepping in. 
Some feel that the United States 


should simply back off from our 
role with the two countries. 

However, the United States can 
help the situation greatly by enfore- 
ing both sides to control themselves 
and steer them toward peace talks. 

At the present time the United 
States must make sure the conflicts 
do not go any further. While peace 
talks seem far away, bloodshed that 
has been seen in the holy land for so 
long needs to be stopped. Keeping 
Arafat alive may help to one day 
realize this goal. 


On-line registration 
could solve problems 


To the Editor: 

As a returning student, having 
been out of the classroom for over 
25 years | was anxious and some- 
what apprehensive to start the 
process. Once I'd chosen NECC I 
found myself having to make 
numerous trips to the school for 
admissions applications, health 
forms, financial aide forms, regis- 
tration forms, etc. 

Living in Dracut that many trips 
adds up quickly. Yes, I could have 
chosen a closer school, but is that a 
responsible response? Yes, I could 
have used "snail mail" however it 
can be slow and less than efficient. I 
did avail myself of the "ONE STOP 
REGISTRATION" (for which I give 
high praise). 

During the process though I 
found myself frustrated by the way I 
had to choose my classes. Pick one, 
tell the person you're dealing with, 
they yell over to someone else at a 
computer to see if the class is full or 
not. It is full, so choose another 
time, repeat same process five 
times! I thought "there's got to be 


another way" 

There is! It's called on-line reg- 
istration, on-line admissions, on- 
line class selection. ON-LINE. Even 
someone like myself who is com- 
puter "new" could and would avail 
themselves of this tool. 

I am requesting that the school 
consider implementing such a 
process. It is already being used 
extensively and efficiently around 
the country with a good success 
rate. People find it time efficient, 
student friendly, cost efficient and 
affords the student population 
another choice. A person could sit 
down and accomplish all their nec- 
essary paper work in a short amount 
of time with the least amount of 
trouble and stress. I'm confident the 
computer staff at NECC is capable 
of implementing such a program. I 
would hope that the staff at NEC 
would work toward improving the 
life of their students off the campus 
as well as on. Thank-you. 


Cindi Lanoue 
NECC student 


Private colleges are 
not worth the money 


To the editor, 

Why does it cost so much to get 
an education for a decent future? 
For example, to attend New 
England College, in Henniker New 
Hampshire, it will cost about 
$27,000 per year. If you’re one of 
the lucky ones and are there for four 
years, that’s $108,000. Call me 
‘stingy, but that’s an awful lot of 
~money. 

Now, picture how many stu- 
dents attend that school, or any pri- 
vate school. With all that money, 
you’ think each students would be 
provided with a queen size water 
bed, a computer provided by the 


school, and a single room for each 
student. 

However, at NEC, the students 
receive one washer and one dryer 
per dorm room, beds that break if 
you sit on them, closets, shelves 
and desks that won’t move so you 
can’t rearrange things to look like 
home. 

Where is all the money going 
that the students pay? With that 
said, why pay the $108,000, when 
you could pay half that with the 
same education at a state school. 


Jackie Riley 
NECC Student 


Smoker wants a 
harmonious balance 


To the editor, 


In response to last edition’s 
letters, I would like to say that I 
am a smoker here at NECC and 
not all of us are “disrespectful” as 
the letters stated. 

I do not crowd around the 
doorways, getting thrills out of 
blowing smoke in everyone’s 
face. I do not throw my butts on 
the ground. 

We have been banne from 
every mall, restaurant, and public 
place. Now we are being evicted 
from the outdoors. It was the col- 
lege’s decision to cast us away to 


the cold, dismal back of the 
building. The same people who 
are so concerned about their frag- 
ile lungs and “nice clothes” are 
the same people who pollute the 
air with their cars, trash and their 
ignorance. 

The last time I checked this 
was a free world and we had the 
right to smoke if we wanted to. 

So, how about giving the 
“evil smokers” a chance in order 
to achieve a harmonious balance. 


Bronwyn Crocker 
NECC Student 


Students letters needed 
to help budget crisis 


College officials recently pro- 
vided NECC students with the fol- 
lowing draft letter to use when writ- 
ing to legislators about the budget 
crisis. Students have been urged to 
personalize their letters and share 
their own stories about the college's 
impact on their lives. 


The Massachusetts Community 
Colleges are the largest and fastest 
growing segment of public higher 
education in the Commonwealth and 
currently serve over 200,000 stu- 
dents. I am proud to be one of those 
students. The community colleges 
are committed to providing quality, 
accessible and affordable education- 
al opportunities for me. However, in 
these difficult budget times, the col- 
leges are faced with substantial chal- 
lenges to meet that commitment. 

I ask you to maintain the fund- 
ing for the Community Colleges at 
least at the 2002 level. Also, please 


restore $3.2 million to fund financial 
aid and 65% cut in library funding; 
these are important services for 
community college students. I 
understand the fiscal challenges you 
face in this difficult time and I urge 
you to take the appropriate measures 
necessary to increase the state’s rev- 
enue in order to support out col- 
leges. 


Thank you for your help. 
Sincerely, 

Your name 

Your town 


Send letters to: 


Senator Baddour 
State House 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Tirone 
State House 
Boston, MA 02133 


Headline was 
misleading, 
Hartleb tells 
Eagle-Tribune 


President David Hartleb sent the fol- 
lowing letter to Alan White, senior man- 
aging editor at the Eagle-Tribune, in 
response to an article that ran in that 
newspaper on April 4. 


Dear Mr. White, 

I need to clarify a misleading head- 
line that ran in the Thursday, April 4 
Eagle-Tribune. 

Northern Essex Community 
College is facing a tough budget this 
year but faculty lay-offs were absolute- 
ly not discussed at the April 3 meeting 
of the Board of Trustees. 

At that meeting, I put forward ideas 
for discussion regarding the extent of 
the budget problem, guiding principles 
for making budget cuts, and some pos- 
sible approaches to reducing the budget. 
This was a preliminary discussion 
designed to generate ideas. At no time 
were faculty lay-offs mentioned. 

In fact, I made it very clear that, in 
my mind, hiring full-time faculty to 
replace the 14 faculty members who are 
planning to retire this year should be 
given the highest priority. 

With sharp decreases in state sup- 
port, it’s obvious that difficult decisions 
must be made if the college is to work 
within its new budget parameters. I 
have been meeting with faculty, staff, 
and students at the college to discuss 
ideas for addressing these new chal- 
lenges. With this input and advice from 
the Board of Trustees, I will develop a 
plan for dealing with what could be a 
$2.3 million decrease in our state bud- 
get. When that is finalized, I will 
announce it publicly. 

In closing, I would like to credit the 
college’s faculty and staff for their 
thoughtfulness, insight, and patience 
during these challenging times. Because 
of their hard work, the college is 
stronger than ever and our students con- 
tinue to receive the highest quality edu- 
cation. 


Sincerely, 
David Hartleb 
President 
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Fox is the new 
puppet master 


TheFox 
network has 
caught my 


attention lately 
with a few of 
its new mid- 
season come- 
dies. I saw 
“Andy Richter 
controls the 
Universe” for 
the first time 
when it debuted, and loved it. I was 
always a fan of Richter when he 
played second fiddle to Conan 
O’Brien on his talk show and I was 
disappointed 
when he left to 
start a film 
career. I guess 
his time in Hollywood was ill-spent 
because the only thing I saw from 
him for two years was a bit part as 


Greg the Bunny is on Fox, Wed 9:30 


Richard Gere’s hunting buddy in 
“Dr. T and the Women.” 

It was nice to see him get back 
on TV and his comedic talent is 
apparent in this show. Andy Richter 
reeks of awesomeness. 

Another Fox show that I found 
even more enjoyable was “Greg the 
Bunny.” The show stars Seth Green 
and one of my personal favorite 
comedians, Eugene Levy, as pro- 
ducers of a children’s show called 


~ email us: 


Reeking of Awesomeness 


Sweetknuckle Junction. The show 
is set in a world where puppets are 
living, breathing creatures, capable 
of living with humans. Greg, 
Warren, and Count Blah are shown 
being involved in the backstage 
politics of the TV show, as they sit 
in on board meetings and argue 
with producers as real people 
would. The show is South Park 
meets Sesame Street and is one of 
the funniest shows I have seen on 
TV in a long time. “Greg the 

Bunny” reeks of awesomeness. 
While I’m on the topic of 
primetime television, I thought I 
might mention two shows I saw 
recently that were absolutely terri- 
ble. “The Chair” on ABC and “The 
Chamber” on 


Fox may be on 
different net- 
works, but I file 


them both under the worst shows 
TV has ever seen. Both of these 
“game shows” have essentially the 
same premise. The contestants 
are exposed to things that they 
fear in order to win cash and 
prizes. For instance, one 
woman who was on was utterly 
afraid of snakes. In order to win 
money, she had to sit there and 
answer questions from the host 
while several large snakes were 
placed around her neck. If she 
moved, she lost. 

Since when the hell has tor- 
turing people by toying with 
their emotions become enter- 
tainment. It’s torment, plain and 
simple. With the events of last 
September, people of the 
United States are supposed to 
come together as a country. 
How can they cry over other 
Americans dying in the 911 
attacks, yet tune in and watch 
anther one be tormented on 
television? 

| predicted that America 
would go back to being a 
cesspool in an article | wrote 
last October called “False 
Patriotism is Wrong.” I said that 
“America would go back to the way 


it was before the bombings” and 
that “nothing would change.” You 
know what, I was right. These 


shows being on TV just goes to 
show it. So do a favor for your 
country and turn off the tube when 
these shows are on. 

Shows that screw with the emo- 
tions of America, don’t reek of 
awesomeness. 


“observer@nec. mass. edu 


Oscar winners won for their 
perfomance not their race 


The 74th 
Annual 
Academy 
Awards are 
now a part of 
history. While 
I was thrilled 
to see many of 
my favorite 
actors win, I 
was appalled 
at how the 
Oscar’s were scrutinized not for the 
awarding the actors’ talents, but 
instead focusing on their race. 

The Academy has been under 
attack for obvious reasons. Before 
this year, not one African-American 
actress had received an Academy 
Award. This was such a startling 
fact to hear. I think that the problem 
was not that black actors were not 
given the awards for their great per- 
formances, but the fact that 
Hollywood in the past had not given 
African-American actors dynamic 
or leading roles. Hollywood has 
only in the last two decades or so 
given the chance to for black actors 
to shine. 

What I find hard to swallow is 
that now more African-American 
actors are getting their credit they 
deserve, people are still blaming it 
on race. 

Some people felt that Halle 
Berry only won the award for “Best 
Actress” solely because’ of 
Academy was under heat for the 
fact that no African-American 
women had ever one an Oscar. 
Some believe that her race was the 
reason for her Oscar win. This is not 
true at all; it takes away from the 
how historical and important her 
win really was. 

Halle Berry’s win for best 
actress was so much more than just 
her performance in the film. The 
world has seen history, as Berry was 
the first black actress to ever win an 
Oscar. Rather than show support 
and be happy that the Academy has 
moved into the right direction, peo- 
ple feel the need to put down Berry. 


I wonder how the public could not 
be happy to see that Berry has now 
“opened the door,” as she said, to 
other black actresses. 

This is a new beginning, where 
all actors will get an equal chance to 
get the golden trophy. 

However, the historic factor of 
Berry’s win should not take away- 
credit from her outstanding perfor- 
mance in “Monster’s Ball.” Berry 
played the part of Leticia, a woman 
struggling to raise her young son 
alone after her husband is executed. 
The strikingly beautiful Berry’s 


In his acceptance speech, 
Denzel dedicated his victory to 
Sydney Poitier for opening the door 
for him. Poitier himself received a 
“Lifetime Achievement Award.” 

Poitier received a standing ova- 
tion along with his award proved 
that the days of black actors going 
unnoticed, both past and present, 
are over. Poitier was the first black 
actor to ever win an Oscar. He won 
it in 1963 and it was a major news 
story, as Washington’s triumph is 
today. 

The problem I see is_ that 


pe 


Actors should be celebrated, rather 
than the public’s attention being 
focused on whether or not the win was 
based on the color of their skin. 


portrayal of this poor hard-working 
waitress was very believable. No 
one could deny that she deserved to 
win “Best Actress” of the year. 
Saying that Berry won because of 
her race is like saying Anthony 
Hopkins has wonin the past because 
he is old. The issue of race had 
nothing to do with Berry’s success. 

Another actor who received 
criticism for his win was Denzel 
Washington. Seeing Washington 
finally make it up to the podium at 
the Oscar’s was the highlight of the 
night. Washington definitely gave 
an Oscar-worthy performance in 
“Training Day.” Denzel Washington 
has contributed to Hollywood in 
numerous roles in the past and his 
recognition for his dynamic acting 
as a corrupt cop in “Training Day” 
was well deserved. Washington 
became the first black actor to win 
two career Oscars and the first 
black actor to win for a leading role 
since 1963. 


Washington is only the second 
African-American actor to win a 
best actor award. It took 40 years 
for another African-American actor 
to be crowned the best. I only hope 
it will be much sooner for the next 
black actor to win an Oscar. 
Although, with outstanding stars 
such as Samuel L. Jackson, 
Lawrence Fishburne, Will Smith 
and many others | think it will be 
very soon. 

I think this year’s Oscar’s 
marked a huge turning point for 
Hollywood and in the years to 
come, African-Americans will 
receive more leading roles and be 
recognized for their contributions to 
cinema. 

However, I do hope, now that 
this door has been opened, that the 
future successes of these actors will 
be celebrated, rather than the pub- 
lic’s attention being focused on 
whether or not the win was based on 
the color of their skin. 
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building will have two “smart class- 
rooms”, one PC maintenance lab, two 
computer classrooms, two electron- 
ic/laser/fiber optic labs, two network- 
ing labs, one multi-purpose room, and 
a music classroom. Note that the dia- 
gram provided, which is dated from 
1999, includes “Fine Arts Building” 
in the description. 

Other buildings on campus will 
be changed and improved as well. F 
building will be renovated to become 
a “One Stop Student Center.” This 
building will house the Assessment 
Center, Bursar’s Office, Registrar’s 
Office, and others, to provide easy 
access to incoming students and to 
return the current office space to 
classrooms. The Conference rooms of 
the Library will be converted to 
library space because the new tech- 
nology building will house the multi- 
purpose room. The Sports and Fitness 
Center will be added onto as well. 
This addition will house a student 
activity center, space for clubs, a fit- 
ness room, a dance room, and a yoga 
room. Many of the buildings will 
have food courts added as well. Spurk 
may be twice its current size, but 
Andrews says the addition is a long 
way down the road. 


Along with building improve- 
ments, NECC is looking to make 
improvement to streets surrounding 
the campus. Andrews is working with 
the city of Haverhill on making plans 
to widen Elliot Street to 32 feet, along 
a 2,632 foot-long stretch. A five-foot 
wide sidewalk will be added as well. 
Lighting and drainage improvements 
are in the works as well. 

This 10-year plan will be funded 
by private donations and state bonds. 
The $9.5 million needed to build the 
technology building will be $2 mil- 
lion in donations and $7.5 million in 
state bonds. The Division of Capital 
Asset Management (DCAM) for 
Massachusetts oversees most of the 
project and how much money the 
school is able to get. 

Andrews says that the DCAM 
looks to give money to those who will 
be using it best. That is why our exist- 
ing buildings are being renovated. 

“Why would the [DCAM] give us 
money for new computers if the roof 
is going to leak water all over them,” 
Andrews explained. “You have to 
have the dream before you get to the 
stage of making people aware that 
you have a viable plan.” 

Andrews says planning and 
preparation were key to making large 
improvements to NECC. 


Lawrence hopes for future 
expansion as well 


Mark Andrews, vice president 
of administration, grew up in 
Lawrence and takes great pride in 
the Lawrence Campus. He said he 
is looking forward to expansion 
and improvement projects on the 
Lawrence Campus. 

There has not been any deci- 
sion as to where or when this 


Layoffs 
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“He has been a fantastic help for 
the time he has been here,” Hartleb 
said. “He was supposed to be here 
three to four years and his three to 
four years has come to pass.” 

Rattigan said Hatem told the 
department his position was being 
eliminated. 

“Tt was good for me to work with 


building will be completed, or 
started, but Andrews is planning 
and ralying support for Lawrence 
expansion. 

The Lawrence project would 
include more “smart classrooms” 
and ESL classrooms. Parking 
improvements will be made as 
well. 


NECC fit in the Merrimack Valley 
made Bob invaluable.” 

Hatem is on vacation and was 
unavailable for comment. 

Rattigan and Hatem are not the 
only employees that will be affected 
by the layoffs. 

“IT really honestly don’t have a 
number right now,” Hartleb said. 
“But I’m not done.” 

The Board of Trustees has given 
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That is the standard term to say, ‘you 
don’t work here anymore’. 


—President Hartleb 


him,” Rattigan said. “He will be 
missed in the Work Force 
Development program. Where 


Hartleb the authorization to layoff 
nonunit professionals. Half are 
administrators and the other half are 


support staff members. 

“With that I have the authority to 
give them reduction in force,” 
Hartleb said. “That is the standard 
term to say, ‘you don’t work here 
anymore’.” 

Hartleb said 16 administrators 
are retiring, either through the Early 
Retirement Incentive or regular 
retirement. 

“Everybody is going to start 
doing two jobs,” Hartleb said. “I am 
only replacing one of those posi- 
tions.” 

Ashley, vice president of 
Enrollment Management and Student 
Services, will be filling the position 
of dean on the Lawrence campus. 
The position has opened because 
Dean Kathy Rodger has taken the 
ERI. 

“Mary Ellen is a very capable 
person,” Hartleb said. “Her presence 
will be missed here. But she has a 
strong staff that can handle it while 
she is at the Lawrence campus.” 

The dean and assistant dean of 


the Division of Continuing 
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Bob Hatem’ contract will not be 
renewed. 


Education both are retiring and 
Hartleb said he is not replacing either 
of them right now. 

Hartleb said he is having conver- 
sations with other people about their 
dual roles but is not ready to 


Diagram courtesy of Mark Andrews 


photo courtesy of David Rattigan 


David Rattigan will not be in 
Public Relations at NECC in the 
fall, but hopes to teach. 


announce them yet. 

“Mary Ellen taking over as dean 
of the Lawrence campus is just part 
of the much bigger picture,” Hartleb 
said. 
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Joint Admissions makes 
bachelor’s degree possible 


By Matt McLEAN 
Contributing Reporter 


Joint Admission makes bache- 

lor’s degree possible 

Many students attend 
NECC with plans to transfer to a 
four year college or university. 

On April 2, the college pre- 
sented an informational session 
regarding the Joint Admission and 
Transfer program offered. 

Representatives from ten col- 
leges including UMASS Amherst, 
Johnson & Wales, Merrimack 
College and Northeastern present- 


ed transfer opportunities available 
to the audience of high school and 


college students. The Joint 
Admission Program helps students 
plan for a smooth transfer of cred- 
its from NECC to a four-year uni- 
versity’s program while earning a 
certificate and saving a substantial 
amount of money. 

“Our mission [at NECC] has 
been to help make sure students 
educational goals are met, to help 
students plan for their educational 
goals and to get where you want to 
in the end,” said Steve Sullivan, 
Associate Dean of Enrollment 
Services. 

Academic Advising plays a 
key role in the success of the pro- 
gram. Grace Dimmick, Director of 
Academic Advising says said, “the 
advising staff tailors programs at 
NECC to meet the requirements of 
four-year programs to transfer as 


Communication is not 


many credits as possible.” 

To be eligible for the Joint 
Admission Program, a_ student 
must be enrolled in an approved 
program and maintain a 2.5 GPA at 
NECC and the transfer college and 
in return are assured a spot in par- 
ticipating universities. 

Shawn Webster, a NECC stu- 
dent, will transfer to New England 
College in the fall through Joint 
Admissions. 

“The school has great accredi- 
tation, my credits are good any- 
where I go,” he said. 

Representatives for the four- 
year colleges view the choice to 
attend a community college as. a 
sound good one, having had very 
good experience with the perfor- 
mance of transfer students from 
community colleges. 

Jim Richard of Johnson & 
Wales says, “Community college 
is a great stepping stone; it gives 
students time to mature.” 

“We try to make it easier every 
year,” says Kathy Ryan, panel rep- 
resentative from UMASS Amherst 
concerning the Joint Admission 
process. “It’s one way to be guar- 
anteed a place.” 

Colleges see the positive qual- 
ities of the community college and 
work together with its students to 
make their goals of a bachelor’s 
degree possible. 

As Mary Dunn of Salem State 
College says, “what is important is 
where you want to end, not where 
you begin.” 


Beloved dean to retire 
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That year Lawrence was tainted 
by riots in the streets. 

Former Goy. Michael Dukakis 
wanted to set up a college campaign 
or some kind of educational training 
in Lawrence. Rodger was the head of 
the Lawrence Education 
Employment Project, LEEP. LEEP, 
known as the child of the riots, would 
provide under-educated immigrants 
with the skills and education they 
needed to get jobs. 

Without a facility, Rodger said 
they held classes at the Lawrence 
Public Library and the high school. 

“We were encouraged to do 
whatever we wanted to do,” Rodger 
said. 

Rodger reflected on the early 
years by saying one of her proudest 
moments was one evening she 
walked into the library and simply 
looked on in astonishment. 

“I saw the secretary of the pro- 
gram had an 8 month old baby in her 
arms and kids sitting all around her,” 
Rodger said. “She was watching the 
kids so their parents could take the 
classes.” 

Rodger said things were going 
well until the kids noticed the “little 
red boxes with handles” on the walls. 
It was then the fire department told 
the LEEP program they had to do 
something with the kids. Rodger said 
they hired babysitters for 50 cents an 
hour. They took one the rooms and 
brought in a VCR and Sesame Street 
tapes for the children to watch. 

“Tt was fun. It was like we had 
whole families going to college,” 
Rodger said. 

Rodger said eventually they 
received special funding for true 


childcare, servicing children from 2 
1/2 to 6 years old. 

Today in Lawrence, the childcare 
service is open until 10 p.m. and the 
kids come out to the Atrium during 
events. 

1991 was the turning point; 
NECC received the Prudental build- 
ing as their first home. 

The only concern with the 
Lawrence campus in the early years 
was that it would become known as 
the ‘minority’ campus. To stop that 
from happening, Dimitri sent the 
Criminal Justice, Nursing and 
Paralegal programs to the Lawrence 
campus. Rodger said at the time, the 
Criminal Justice program was not 
happy about having to relocate. 

“The Criminal Justice program 
was angry about having to come 
down here,” Rodger said. “Now they 
are very much a part of the Lawrence 
campus.” 

Rodger said it was hard at first 
because Lawrence felt out of touch 
from the Haverhill campus. Rodger 
then developed weekly staff meeting 
to keep the staff informed. 

Lawrence then became a family. 

“There was only one building,” 
Rodger said. “There was no way to 
avoid people. What makes Lawrence 
unique is that it has team spirit.” 

Rodger is proud of what she has 
accomplished in Lawrence. 

“What I came to do has been 
done,” Rodger said. “This campus is 
here to stay. It’s a great time to 
leave.” 

Rodger said she can’t remember 
a day that she woke up and thought, 
“Ugh, I have to go to work.” 

Her staff have told her that 
Lawrence is one of her children, 


because she is the one who watched it 
grow and guided it along the way. 

“Oh my God, I really don’t 
believe this,” Rodger said. “People 
have given me the credit, but this was 
a team effort.” 

Rodger added that Lawrence was 
not planned, it just happened. She 
said she could not have done it alone. 

“I’m not a top notch administra- 
tor,” Rodger said. “I’m not as good as 
they make me. Sometimes it’s embar- 
rassing.” 

Unsure of her future plans, 
Rodger said she is definitely taking 
the summer off to clean her house 
from top to bottom. 

With a lot of life still in her, 
Rodger plans to photograph all the 
smoke stacks, steeples and towers in 
the city of Lawrence. 

“There is fabulous architecture in 
the city,” Rodger said. 

Apparently she has a good eye; 
all of the pictures hanging in the con- 
ference room in the Dimitri Building 
were taken by Rodger during Latino 
month with a disposable camera. 

Rodger also plans to stay on the 
After School Adlante Board, which 
in Spanish means forward, and the 
Immigrant of the Archives Board. 

A few options Rodger will think 
about this summer are: working with 
her husband at his out-of-print book 
store in Andover or working part- 
time at the IRS or Dunkin’ Donuts. 

“Something has always fascinat- 
ed me about Dunkin’ Donuts,” 
Rodger said. “I’m certaintly one of 
their biggest customers.” 

Rodger said she would sit down 
this summer and make her decisions. 

“All I can say is, I had fun,” 
Rodger said. 


available for students Education needs to 
create, rather than serve 


By MELANIE DiGIACOMO 
Contributing Reporter 


A disadvantage of being at a 
community college is the lack of 
ways to communicate with the stu- 
dents. 

Community colleges lack inter- 
com systems or student services to 
inform students of upcoming 
events and activities. 

NECC relies primarily on fly- 
ers placed on the information bul- 
letin boards throughout the campus 
to relay information to the students. 

With over 30 information bul- 
letin boards on the Haverhill cam- 
pus, students are well informed of 
events and activities happening on 
the campus. 

It’s a matter of whether or not 
they stop to read the flyers. 

Students often pass right by the 
bulletin boards without paying any 
notice to them. 

In the Spurk Building, students 
sit on benches in the main lobby 
right in front of a bulletin board, 
yet they don’t seem to turn around 
and look at it. 

“I hardly ever read the bulletin 
boards,” said Meaghan Lescarbeau, 
a business transfer major. “The last 
time 1 looked was because there 
was a car for sale.” 

Carol Jordan, a part-time stu- 
dent and liberal arts major, says 
that she doesn’t ever stop to look at 
a bulletin board. 

More times than not, the reason 
a student will stop to look ata flyer 


is because something about it 
caught their attention. 

“T’ll often stop if something 
catches my eye,” said Luisa Pena, 
an international studies major. “A 
bright color or a school activity that 
I’m interested in.” 

The bulletin boards mainly 
consist of flyers for anything spon- 
sored by NECC organizations such 
as transfer days, career days, plays, 
workshops, tutoring, admissions, 
clubs and study/travel programs. 

Students are even allowed to 
hang up personal ads, as long as 
they abide to proper language. 

Groups and organizations from 
outside the college campus may 
advertise as well. However, they 
are limited to four flyers per cam- 
pus. 

Flyers must be approved and 
stamped by Student Activities 
before being posted. Any flyer 
without a stamp will be taken down 
by a staff member or security. 

NECC offers many events and 
activities to the students. Once the 
information has been posted, it’s up 
to the student to act on it. 

Pena joined the S.M.I.L.E. 
Tutoring Program after reading 
about it from a flyer posted on a 
bulletin board. 

“I think the bulletin boards are 
very helpful and informative to stu- 
dents,’ Pena said.” 

Next time you pass a bulletin 
board in the hall, stop and look at 
it. Who knows, maybe there is 
something you might be interested 
in. 


Video games are 
distractions to 
students’ studies 


By JAY HOBSON 
Contributing Reporter 


Neil Postman’s book “The End 
of Education,” published in 1995, 
was the subject of discussion at 
NECC’s Bentley Library on 
Thursday, April 4. 

The Liberal Arts Revitalization 
Committee and the Center For 
Teaching and Learning sponsored 
the event. 

The three member panel—Patty 
Hoyt, an English teacher at 
Amesbury High School; Judith 
Kamber, director of faculty and staff 
development at NECC; and Priscilla 
Bellairs, professor of English at 
NECC—were introduced to the 
sparse audience by _ Elaine 
Mawhinney, head of the Liberal Arts 
Revitalization Committee and direc- 
tor of the Dance Program. 

Hoyt opened the discussion say- 
ing, “We are working so fast as a 
society that we are not stopping to 
reflect, not stopping to think.” 

Bellairs added that Postman 
asserts that the role of education is 
not to serve the public but to create a 
public. She also quoted directly from 


the book where Postman says, “stu- 
dents are bored with the real world.” 

The panel generally agreed with 
Postman in areas concerning stu- 
dents and their lack of motivation 
regarding reading practices, citing 
distractions such as video games and 
other technologies. 

Bellairs said that she has never 
lost her outrage at the attitudes that 
assert that students are customers 


poses making the study of museums 
mandatory. She said that looking at 
what a society deems important and 
chooses to collect and protect is 
interesting, but what it leaves out is 
just as important. 

When the discussion was opened 
to the audience for comment or ques- 
tions, one audience member said, “I 
believe in some of the gods that he 
(Postman) says fail us. The man is 
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We are working so fast as a society that 
we are not stopping to reflect, not stop- 


ping to think. 


—Patty Hoyt 


and education is the product. 

Hoyt asked, “Where is the build- 
ing 19 for my student rejects if the 
students are a product? They are not 
a product.” 

“People miss the fact that the 
arts gives our students perspective. 
No computer will give them that,” 
Mawhinney said. “I don’t think there 
is anything better than liberal arts to 
help people cope. Narrative is the 
key.” 

Bellairs said that Postman pro- 


totally whacked out.” 

Bellairs said that Postman never 
deals with the issue of power, he 
never discusses power struggles in 
society. 

Overall, the discussion of 
Postman’s book was informative and 
enlightening. The panel was interest- 
ing and gave the audience a fair per- 
spective regarding an issue very 
much on the minds of everyone in 
attendance. 


Club provides 
members with the 
option to help others. 


By MICHAEL BOUCHER 
Contributing Reporter 


Travel & Tourism and 
Hospitality students now have an 
outlet where they can get together 
and interact with each other. 

The Hospitality Club is about 
one month old and has about 25 
members. Its sole purpose is to pro- 
vide members with the option of 
using their hospitality skills to help 
other people. 

This club is exclusive to students 
who are in the Hospitality, Events 
Management, or Travel & Tourism 
programs. Participating students, like 
Lisa Janelle, 32, of the Travel & 
Tourism Certificate Program, will 
help put together events such as trips, 
movie showings, volunteering in 
community service, and creating 
scholarships. Ester Marques, a stu- 


dent in the Travel & Tourism 
Business Degree Program, says that 
she likes participating in the 
Hospitality Club because you can 
talk about other places and help out 
communities. Club leaders expect 
each member to participate and have 
fun. 

Prof. Sandy Kauffman, 


Coordinator of Travel & Tourism, is 


communicate with club members and 
help organize. Arsenault works on 
the bookkeeping, expenses, and 
fund-raising within the club. Aspinall 
creates club meetings and signs new 
members. 

Businesses such as travel agen- 
cies, events management, and hotels 
doing co-op should be interested in 
this club. Not many know that fields 
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There are many jobs in hospitality. You 
can do recreation and events manage- 


ment. 


—Sandy Kauffman 


the creator and the advisor of the 
Hospitality Club. Behind the inner 
workings of the club are President 
Debbie Burns, Vice-President 
Barbara Sielicki, Treasurer Lynn 
Arsenault, and Secretary Justine 
Aspinall. Both Burns and Sielicki 


Library passes to 


Museum of Fine Arts 
victim of budget cuts 


By JAY HOBSON 
Contributing Reporter 


When it comes to getting passes 
to the Museum of Fine Art in Boston, 
the old down-east Yankee expression 
“you can’t get they-aah from he-aah’ 
is fitting. 

As of April 1, Bentley Library 
will no longer be offering free passes 
to one of the most influential Art 
museums in this country. 

Gail Stuart, circulation librarian 
at the Bentley Library of the 
Haverhill campus, said that the 
Alumni Association has decided not 
to offer the passes. 

“The passes are no longer avail- 
able through the library because the 
funding is not there,” Stuart said. 

Alumni Affairs Director Libby 
Jensen said the funding of the passes 
fell victim to the current budget cri- 
sis. “If money is available at the end 
of the fiscal year, the passes may be 
reinstated, but that’s wishful thinking 
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at this point,” Jensen said. She also 
said that not many students took 
advantage of the passes, possibly 
because they didn’t know they were 
available. 

Prior to April 1, NECC students 
could go to the Bentley Library and 
place a small refundable deposit and 
receive passes that would allow two 
adults free entry to the Museum of 
Fine Art on Huntington Avenue in 
Boston. 

With parking fees at a staggering 
five dollars per half hour (to a maxi- 
mum of$20 for the day) the passes 
allowed NECC students to avoid the 
fourteen dollar per adult admission 
charge. This gave access to art trea- 
sures from around the globe to peo- 
ple who ordinarily would not be able 
to see them. 

“The passes were part of my 
office budget and because of cut- 
backs I had to make some difficult 
decisions, unfortunately the passes 
had to be cut” Jensen said. 


in hospitality are great opportunities 
for people. 

“There are many jobs in hospital- 
ity. You can do recreation and events 
management. You can work in hotel 
banqueting, health clubs, managing 
events, airline, clubs, and amusement 


Michael Boucher photo 


Hospitality Club from left: Pat Duffy, Sandy Kauffman, Rosa Kelty, 
Justine Aspinall, Barbara Sielicki, Lynn Arsenault, and Lisa Janelle 


parks,” said Kauffman 

Since the club is new, it is cur- 
rently fund-raising to earn money for 
future events. Its last bake sale fea- 
tured a raffle for a free trip to New 
York City. This free trip is held in 
conjunction with both the Hospitality 
Club and Hospitality Program with 
Essex House of Travel. 

Individuals within this club have 
the option of going to New York City. 
Head club members chose New York 
City as their trip destination because, 


as Arsenault said, “since 911 we [the 
club] thought it would be nice to sup- 
port New York City by having a trip 
there.” The trip will be from May 
14th at 7 a.m. to May 15th at 11 p.m. 
It will cost $180. 

Congratulations to Jimmy 
Armstrong who won the raffle. 

The club is planning to have their 
next meeting April 10th. If you’re 
interested contact Sielicki at (978)- 
556-3636. 


NECC launches new 
entrepreneurial program 


12 week classroom 
training and 8 weeks 
of independent study 


By KRISTIN BELL 
Health & Happiness Editor 


In April, Northern Essex 
Community College is launching a 
new program to train entrepreneurs. 
The program combines intensive 
classroom work with one-on-one 
consulting sessions to assist each 
entrepreneur during the start-up 
phase of the business. Twelve weeks 
of classroom training is followed by 
eight weeks of independent study 
and one-on-one consulting. 

Developed by the college’s 
Division of Continuing Education in 


partnership with the Commonwealth 
Corporation, the program will assist 
students in preparation and imple- 
mentation of a specific, comprehen- 
sive business plan tailored to each 
entrepreneur. It will also provide 
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The intensive, com- 
prehensive program 
covers all aspects of 
starting and run- 
ning a business. 


skills and knowledge to successfully 
carry on the plan. 

The intensive, comprehensive 
program covers all aspects of starting 


and running:a business. The curricu- 
lum includes seminars on market 
research, marketing tools, strategic 
planning, networking and communi- 
ty resources, sales techniques, pre- 
sentation skills, financial manage- 
ment, accounting and bookkeeping. 
In addition, legal, insurance, human 
resources, time management and 
commercial real estate issues will be 
covered. The use of technology and 
the Internet in small business is thor- 
oughly explored. 

The course will be run on the 
Haverhill campus. Classroom will be 
on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., April 2 
through June 21. The registration fee 
is $3,370. All interested individuals 
must attend an information session 
prior to registration. For more infor- 
mation, call 978-556-3802 or 978- 
556-3808. 


3 new members join the NECC 
Foundation board of directors 


By KRISTIN BELL 
Health & Happiness Editor 


Three new members have joined 
the Board of Directors for the 
Northern Essex Community College 
Foundation. They include attorney 
Joseph Edwards, real estate executive 
Tom Tierney and businessman Al 
Torrisi. 

Joseph Edwards, of Haverhill, is 
an attorney with an office in 
Lawrence. He is a graduate of NECC, 
Suffolk University and the New 
England School of Law. He is a mem- 
ber of the NECC Board of Trustees 
and its Alumni Advisory Board and 
was recently selected as one of “40 
Distinguished Alumni” in celebration 
of the college’s 40th anniversary. 

In addition, he is chairman of the 


Board of Trustees at Essex 
Agricultural and Technical High 
School, chairman of the Haverhill 
Republican City Committee, member 
of the Salvation Army Advisory 
Board (Haverhill Chapter), as well as 
member of the Massachusetts Bar 
Association. He has previously served 
as town councilor in the Town of 
Methuen, and a mentor with the 
Greater Adult Learning Program. 

Tom Tierny, of Newburyport, is 
chief operating officer for the Essex 
Management Group, a real estate 
management company located in the 
Historic District of Haverhill. He is a 
graduate of Salem State College. He is 
a member of the Institute of Real 
Estate Management and of 
Community Associations, Inc. 

Al Torrisi, of North Andover, is 
president of Jackson Lumber and 


Millwork Co., Inc. in Lawrence. He is 
a graduate of the University of Notre 
Dame. He is also a member of the 
Board of Directors for the Lazarus 
House, member and past president of 
the New England District Exchange 
Clubs and past chairman of the 
Northeastern Retail Lumberman’s 
Association. 

The NECC Foundation is a group 
of community leaders committed to 
the college and to raising funds to sup- 
port the NECC Capital Campaign, 
student scholarships, equipment pur- 
chases, program revitalization, faculty 
and staff development and other 
needs. 

For more information about the 
NECC Foundation, contact Jean Poth, 
vice president of Institutional 
Advancement at 978-556-3624 or 
jpoth@necc.mass.edu. 
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The story of a band formed at NECC 


Meet ‘48 Rooms’ 
on their road 


to glory 


By RENEE LUCAS 
Contributing Reporter 


With all the hype about popular 
bands today it’s easy to ignore the 
local scene. 

Yet that’s where some of the best 
bands come from. This is the story of 
one band’s struggle to make it. 

it starts with two roommates who 
have a vision. Dhaval Trivedi and 
Kenny Noyes, a bass player and a gui- 
tarist. 

Together they approach Northern 
Essex Community College student 
Jason Lynch and ask him to sing. He 
agrees, even though he hasn’t sung in 
a year and a half. 

Then a second guitar player and 
drummer join the band. Soon after 
their first show, this guitar player 
leaves the band and Lynch’s old 
friend and band mate Matt Rowe 
takes his place. Thus 48 Rooms is 
born. 

Now they’re ready to record a 
demo ed, but not before they get a 
new drummer. 

Finally the band records their 
demo and begins to book more shows 
and get a little radio airplay. 

Next one of the founders of the 
band, Noyes, decides to leave the 


band and along with 
him goes the drummer. 

So again they’re 
down to three, but not 
about to give up. 
Lynch’s coworker and 
fan of the band 
Brendan Connors 
offers to play bass, 
though young and a lit- 
tle inexperienced they 
accept his offer. 

Another of Lynch’s 
coworkers mentions 
that her son plays the 
drums and soon he, 
Shawn Latulippe, 
becomes a part of the 
band. After all the tur- 
moil and changes 
they’re finally a cohe- 
sive unit. 

Trivedi’s brother 
Jay is enlisted as their 
manager and the band 
promotes themselves 
aggressively booking 
shows wherever they 
can, getting their foot 
in the door at local 
clubs like the Middle 
East and Exit 23. 

Their sound is rather unique com- 
bining classic punk and metal. Some 
of their main influences are Iggy Pop, 
Misfits, and Motorhead. 

Lynch describes their music as “a 
kick in the throat.” One of their 
biggest assets is their performance. 
During the show the band members 


will run into the audience, mosh with 
each other, and even hang from 
rafters. 

This seems fitting since the band 
is named after a mental hospital. 

Fan Justin Mojgani boasts, 
“they’re the best local band you could 
ever hear.” 

They just put out their first full- 
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Local band ‘48 Rooms’ releases their first full length CD, coming to local music stores soon. 


length cd, “ New Order of the Ages”, 
and it will be available at local music 
stores soon. 

They haven’t been signed to a 
record label yet, but anticipate that it 
will happen in coming months. As of 
now they pay for everything them- 
selves. 

Guitarist, Rowe gripes about the 


When yew join the LIPS Team and the UPS Earn & Learn Program, yoo receive Full-Time benefits with a 
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music industry, 

“Record labels 
would rather put a mil- 
lion dollars into bands 
like Britney Spears 
than put a hundred 
thousand into ten 
bands like us and give 
us a chance,” said 
Rowe. 

While still a little 


rough around — the 
edges their future 
looks promising. 


Lynch’s vocals need a 
little work. 

The Henry Rollins 
influence is a little too 
obvious and he needs 
to let himself into his 
voice. 

Also Connors, 
being the youngest 
member of the band, 
should try to take his 
work a little more seri- 
ously. 

Not to discourage 
any crazy antics 
onstage, but the 
responsibility goes 
beyond that. 

This summer they plan on tour- 
ing and possibly playing Loco 
Bazooka. 

The group seems solid and dedi- 
cated, even after all the 

The best part is they have fun and 
that’s rare today with all the commer- 
cialization of the music industry. 
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Witches say they’re misunderstood 


A Agee 


Witches’ views on 
their misunderstood 
religion 


By NORMA VITALE 
Features Editor 


Part 2 of Witchcraft Series 


Imagine being a witch, walking 
down the street during Halloween in 
Salem. 

Figures of hideous old women 
with green skin, warts, draped in 
black with pointy shoes and a hat 
riding a broom decorating shop win- 
dows. 

Children walk up and down the 
cobble road on Market Street imitat- 
ing these images. 

“It gets me at times,” said study- 
ing witch, using her chosen witches’ 
name, Cyndi Lefay. “I never desired 
that image, even as a child.” 

I sat there with 29 year old 
Cyndi in Starbucks in downtown 
Salem. 

She explained Salem is a place 
to find witches roaming the streets, 
owning shop, and also performing 
pagan celebrations publicly for 
tourists to see. 

There are many witches there 


who are discriminated because of 


their beliefs. 

“Sometimes children around 
here will taunt me or another witch 
who is walking by minding their 
own business.” 

“They don’t know any better 
they’re just kids, but we do get a lot 
of the “born-again” Christians pass- 
ing out bibles or Christian maga- 
zines, especially near the witch 
shops telling us to repent.” 

“There must be hundreds or 
thousands of witches in this area. 
You have wiccan families and the 
Witches Council, everything is 
witchcraft here, yet there are resi- 
dents here who just don’t understand 
or accept it.” 

Non-witch Juliet St. Lawrence, 
student and resident of Salem, 
strongly feels witchcraft is 
highly misunderstood 

“A lot of people 
believe Wicca to be evil or 
satanic, which is plain 
ignorant,” explains St. 
Lawrence. 

“I know many witches, 
they're good people and 
like to help others with 
skills and knowledge, they 
heal others and give people 
insight on problems.” 

Although there are 
those who don’t support 
the religion that is witch- 
craft, others do feel even 
though they don’t know as 
much of this religion, there 
is acceptance. 

“It’s just like any other 
religion, they have their 
own beliefs,” said non 
witch, Matt lannotti. 

“I personally don’t 
know much about wicca, 
but as long as its goal is 
not to harm or destroy, it 
is acceptable to me.” 


Wrongly Portrayed 
Image 


Just like Cyndi, 
many witches and non- 
witches believe the reli- 
gion is misunderstood, 
from poor images seen at 


Halloween or in children’s movies. 

“The old lady witch is portrayed 
as ugly and evil, that’s sickening,” 
said Cyndi with a look of disgust on 
her face. 

As children, we have all been 
seen movies, especially Disney 
movies, or read stories of the little 
old hag lady who cast evil spells 
over a boiling black caldron. 

Even though in Disney’s “Snow 
White,” and “Sleeping Beauty”, the 
vain queen and jealous fairy are 
indeed witches and being portrayed 
as evil. 

Although in many fairy tales, not 
all evil old hags are said to be witch- 
es, but the distasteful image is set in 
our minds makes us think old hags 
“are” witches. 

Some witches are not bothered 
by the images at all. 

“I’m glad children are having 
fun, the image really doesn’t have 
much impact on me at all,” said 
witch Michael Calabrese in an email 
interview. 

“T really don’t harbor any hard 
feelings against those who use 
grotesque images of witches,” said 
Amanda Bednarik. 

“ As I see it, they are celebrating 
a pagan holiday although many don’t 
realize it, they are paying homage to 
all of our ancestors who are dead.” 

Phillip Goodwin noticed several 


witches have taken up the image of 


the old hag on the broom, minus the 
hideous details and used it to create a 
symbol of wiccan pride 

“I do believe that witches are 
stereotyped in movies for children as 
well as adults, said non-witch 
Phillip Goodwin. “Witches are por- 
trayed as hideous old hags.” 

This portrayed stereotype is 
nothing new and has been around 
since the time of Greek mythology. 

Today, the views of witches have 
been polished up, but the knowledge 
of what witchcraft is truly about is 
still misunderstood. 

The media has created shows 
about witches such as “Charmed” 
and “Sabrina, The Teenage Witch”. 

Witches are not view as hideous 
or evil, but beautiful and friendly. 


Witch advocates say witches are not evil, despite stereotypical, unflattering representations such as above. 


They are seen as a everyday type of 
person Witches are just like every- 


one else. Normal people, with nor- faith. 


The old lady witch is portrayed as 


ugly and evil. 


-Cyndi Lefay 


Children wearing hideous masks and old hag witch costumes with pointy hats and warts 


mal lives who have families, busi- 
nesses and strong beliefs in their 


Movies such as 
“The Craft”, shows 
teenagers practicing 
magic and casting 


spells. The movie 
also. shows’ them 
changing their 
appearance, flying 
and other _ stuff, 
which is humanly 


impossible. It’s sim- 
ply “hocus pocus”, 
just a way for the 
media to entertain the 


public. 
Amanda 
Bednarik, Eclectic 


Pagan, claims that 
others stereotype her 
from this movie and 
people believe witch- 
es actually are able 
to do this. 

“One time a 
young lady asked 
for a_ spell to 
change her hair 
color, I told her 
hair dye”, said 
Amanda Bednarik 
with some humor 
behind her tone. 


Witches are not 
just female 


The common 
stereotype of 
witches people 


assume is that all witches are female. 

True there are and always have 
been male witches. “I’ve been. a 
witch for 15 years, “ says male witch 
Michael Calabrese. 

The consumption of why people 
believe only females are witches is 
because their main god is female. 

Although there are many god- 
desses, there are as well many male 
gods. 

During the time of witch-hunts 
the Christian church gave the idea to 
others that women were highly vul- 
nerable. 

Women were considered weak 
and would be easily persuaded by 
the devil into witchcraft, while men 
were much stronger and could resist 
Satan’s temptations. 

Even in covens there are not 
only female priestess, but also male 
priest. 

Mike Nichols has been practic- 
ing witchcraft for over 30 years, a 
high priest of a coven for many years 
as a teacher and author. 

“I’m a male witch, so that’s the 
first thing people have to come in 
terms to grip with, “ said Mike 
Nichols. 

“ If they’ve already known me 
for any length of time before find out 
I’m a witch, they generally discover 
I’m a rather nice and likeable guy,” 
explains Nichols. 

New Age and Witchcraft have 
gained popularity over the years; 
more people are getting interested. 

Hopefully in years to come more 
people will get to understand and 
accept this unique religion. 
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O’Neill book shares Vietnam Experience 


Susan O'Neill talks 
about her experience 
during Vietnam War 


By AIMEE MURRAY 
Contributing Reporter 


] think Susan O’Neill speaks so 
bluntly because it’s impossible to fol- 
low what she has to say. Her lan- 
guage is precise. After talking with 
her there is clarity, as if she put words 
to those half thoughts you had about 
government and war. 

I read her book and felt I had an 
idea of what she experienced while 
serving in the Vietnam War. Though, 
I could never understand what it 
means to be on the battlefield, and 
that is precisely why I needed to read 
her collection of short stories, “Don’t 
Mean Nothing.” 

Her published work did not come 
easy, it’s the product of five years of 
writing, rewriting, editing and reedit- 
ing. 
O’Neill has been writing all her 
life. She feels she has to create. Her 
outlet has always been writing. In 
grade school she would go beyond 
the assigned work and write freely. 
Now that she is among the elite breed 
of the published, she has only more 
leverage to promote her cause. 

O’Neill is acting as a voice for 
the women who served in Vietnam. 
Although detailed records were kept 
of male casualties and choppers that 
were shot down, no records exist of 
the number of women nurses who 
served in the Vietnam War. This is 
only one symptom of a larger prob- 
lem. 

Women nurses are a forgotten 
piece of military history. Many have 
post-traumatic stress disorder and 
others suffer from physical injury. 
O’Neill describes the tolls of war 


when asked why young people 
should read her book. She states 


that history repeats itself and our 
government is making the same 
mistakes all over again. 

For a youth to see the damage 
that is inflicted on a person who 
serves in war is to see a broken per- 
son in many cases. “Many people 
did not make it home mentally.” 

Her book gives a voice and a 
face to the women nurses who 
served and offers first hand experi- 
ence of war, in the hopes that some 
will choose not to support it. 


THE BOOK 

During the Vietnam War, 
women were scarce and food that 
was not made of powder was scarcer. 
Susan O’ Neill’s book “Don’t Mean 
Nothing” brings the reader to 
Vietnam during its war for indepen- 
dence. More specifically, the reader 
is placed among the staff in the Army 
hospitals that treated anyone one who 
was wounded. Within the walls of 
three combat hospitals the reader can 
begin to understand the insanity, 
bleak hope, and the trauma that 
America’s sons and daughters were 
thrown into during the Vietnam War. 

“Don’t Mean Nothing” transports 
the reader to the Vietnam War 
through the eyes of the medical staff 
who are trying to make it through 
their assignment while seeing the 
bloody effects of war daily. This col- 
lection of short stories depicts the 


horror of battle, while showing that 
the only way to keep a fist full of san- 
ity was to declare that it “don’t mean 
nothing.” 

O’ Neill explains in the introduc- 
tion that, “‘don’t mean nothing’ was 
an all-purpose underdog rally cry—a 
sarcastic admixture of cool, comedy, 
irony, agony, bitterness, frustration, 
resignation, and despair.” 

Women in particular were placed 
in a peculiar position. Their objective 
was to save and restore life, while the 
soldiers killed and destroyed. They 
were seen as a rarity because of the 
greatly distorted ratios of men to 
women. 

Women were endlessly sought 
after. This attention was both dis- 
turbing and gratifying. O’ Neill won- 
derfully describes the awkwardness 
of this situation in every story. She 
shows the women who bask in this 
power and those who shy away from 
it. 

Though being female was a 
newly found power, this society of 
medicine was one based on supply 
and demand. Care packaged food 
from America was more valuable 
than gold, and poncho liners greater 
than silver. Trade was used to obtain 
food, alcohol, drugs, and favors. 

The realities of war were so 
harsh, that mental escapes were fer- 
vently pursued. Alcohol, drugs, and 
sex were these escapes. Consuming 
alcohol was not permitted while on 
duty, but it was a common occur- 
rence. 

In the short story “Psychic Hand” 
a nurse is drinking during her last 
night in Vietnam: 

“T tipped the bottle toward the 
boys, but they declined- the book said 
they weren’t allowed to drink on 
duty. ‘Neither am I, gentlemen.’ I 
said as I gave my coffee a finger 
more.” Drugs were customary and 
even cooked into food without the 
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Susan O'Neill shares her experience about serving Vietnam 
War as a nurse in her new book “Dont Mean Nothing”. 


Boy From Montana” according to O”’ 
Neill is the most true to self short 


story. 


THE WOMAN 

Susan O’ Neill did not walk a 
direct road to becoming an author. In 
fact she deals with the hardships with 
a keen sense of humor that permeates 
her writing. She feels that there is 
“nothing more masochistic then 
being a writer. We have to send 
postage for our own rejections.” 


She was born in Fort Wayne, Ind. 


and began a path to authorship that 


graduation she joined the Army as an 
officer to get out of her parents’ house 
and set out on her own. 

Vietnam was her first nursing job 
and O’ Neill served 13 months of tour 
duty at three different military hospi- 
tals that were located throughout 
Vietnam. Her experiences fed the fire 
that became the book “Don’t Mean 
Nothing.” When she returned to 
“The World” (a military reference for 
everywhere but Vietnam), she mar- 


cried @ fellow veteran and started a 


family. : 
She continued her education, tak- 


Susan O’Neill is acting as a 
voice for women who served in 
Vietnam. Her book gives a 
voice and a_ face to the women 
nurses who served. 


consumer’s awareness. © “Merrit 
wanted very badly to be thoroughly 
screwed up. All the time, now, espe- 
cially. He could work just as well 
when he was high...” 

Any escape that was available 
was taken. Many men and women 
became intimate without regard to 
spouses, just to feel comforted for a 
moment. In “Three Minor Love 
Stories” the reader can see how 
detached these experiences are and 
how two people were just try to find 
refuge, even if it is for one moment. 
In a state of death and loss both char- 
acters sought for whatever beauty 
there was, even if it was cheap and 
brief. Despite the fact that her work 
is fictional the reader does get 
glimpses of her experiences. “The 


was full of detours. In junior high she 
was crushed when she turned in a 
homework assignment and received 
an F, The assignment was to write a 
one-page autobiography and her 
teacher accused her of plagiarism. 

When high school graduation 
time came she was counseled, as 
many lower to middle class women 
of the day were, to become a teacher, 
nurse or secretary. She. could not 
afford the education to become a 
teacher, and she did not have a weak 
stomach, so she pursued an education 
at a Catholic nursing school in South 
Bend in 1968. 

She was first published in “RN 
Magazine,” was awarded third place 
in the magazine’s writing contest, and 
received a small cash prize. After 


ing advantage of the-G. I. bill. She 


went into journalism because of her- 


love of writing and earned a bache- 
lor’s from the University of Maine in 
1984. While she was in school she 
wrote what became the first story of 
her book, “The Boy From Montana.” 
She submitted it to a contest and won. 
She then went into the career world 
and got a job at a local newspaper, 
“The Andover Townsman.” 

She slaved there for three years at 
$6 an hour with no overtime before 
she felt she was selling herself short 
and gave her notice. She then started 
doing freelance public relations 
work. 

Eventually, though, she began a 
job working in the nursing lab at 
Northern Essex Community College. 


There she boasts of teaching many 
nursing students to give shots into 
plastic balls and to give enemas to 
plastic butts. At this point she felt 
she needed to take some time off. 

O’ Neill began to write again and 
was able to get an agent to represent 
her interconnected short stories of 
Vietnam. Her agent did not promote 
her fictional work, and claimed he 
had rights to maintain possession of 
her work. O’Neill had to struggle to 
get her work back from the agent so 
she could promote it herself. 

She tried to get her writing pub- 
lished in many other venues, but only 
enlarged her collection of reject slips. 
She was told that her subject matter 
was not what they were looking for, 
that stories of the Vietnam war were 
not wanted. But she was not defeat- 
ed. 

O’Neill and her husband decided 
to revisit Vietnam. Not to relive their 
experiences, but to see Vietnam how 
it stands now. They bicycled all over 
the country and O’ Neill kept a jour- 
nal. Part of this journal was pub- 
lished in “Boston Magazine.” 

An agent who had seen the article 
contacted her about making her jour- 
nal into a book. She responded with 
skepticism, but mailed her work. He 
felt that the journal was unpublish- 
able, but was interested in her fiction- 
al work. She sent him her short sto- 
ries and poems. This agent worked 
with O’ Neill on in-house editing. 
When her work was presented to the 
publisher the format was, once again, 
changed. “Boy From Montana” was 
chosen to be the opening short story 
because of its dramatic flare. The 
results are “Don’t Mean Nothing.” 

Though O’Neill has accom- 
plished a lot she says she lives most- 
ly in the present and the future. She 
has accomplished a lot but is still 
writing and creating. But what can 
her audience look forward to reading 
next? 


THE FUTURE 

Susan O’ Neill has waited years 
to get published, but that time has 
only refined her writing style. She is 


~ currently working on a book about 


middle age. In this book, about fam- 
ily, a child is returning home because 
of a terminal illness. 

. O’ Neill states that her book is 
inspired partially by phone calls from 
family. 

“Her parents call with crises, 
some real and some manufactured 
and her children call with crisis, some 
real and some manufactured,” she 
said. 

The main character is stuck in the 
middle. She explores the concept of 
family and how it changes when the 
kids have gone. She examines what it 
means to be at the midpoint of life. 
She has 12 chapters completed. 

The style of this book will be dif- 
ferent. She has learned that in writ- 
ing, it is best to just let things flow 
and to write the outline of the chapter 
afterward. 

O’ Neill feels that though her 
writing is for personal reasons that 
words are nothing unless they can be 
shared with an audience. She is edit- 
ing as she writes and is more con- 
cerned with essence than sequence. 

Susan O’ Neill is no longer 
among the unpublished and hopeful- 
ly, for her readers’ sake, she will 
remain that way for years to come. 
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Turmoil swirled 
around lyrics so true 


By MELISSA GRAVES 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


In his own world, away from 
society, stuck in the midst of fame, 
lost in the confusion, he only want- 
ing to play his heart out and express 
himself through his music. Thus, 
Kurt Cobain became his own leg- 
end. 

In 1985 Kurt with the help of a 
friend Krist Novoselic whom he 
met in Aberdeen, Wash. outside of 
Seattle, formed Nirvana portraying 
an original sound full of distortion 
and melodic lyrics that drove fans 
insane. Bashing guitars and full of 
energy, Nirvana, a grungy garage 
band took over and changed the 
face of popular music and culture 
making every album worth buying. 

Signing a contract in Seattle 
they released their first effort 
“Bleach” featuring “School,” 
“Love Buzz,” “Negative Creep” 
and pleaded passionatley with a girl 
in “About A Girl”. Cobain took his 
past tormentors and released his 
anguishes immensley. The Seattle 
music scene was one he very much 
disliked due to its cliquey nature of 
pop. Although this was the begin- 
ning in were he ultimately changed 
It. 

After dealing with a few drum- 


Top Notch invites you 
to night of comedy, 
great performances 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


The most recent endeavor for 
NECC’s Top Notch Players is 
“Rumors” by Neil Simon with direc- 
tor Jim Murphy at the helm. 

The cast for the comedy 
includes both seasoned veterans of 
the Top Notch Players, as well as a 
few new faces. Everyone comes 
together to put on a fine perfor- 
mance . 

The plotline reads as a typical 
Neil Simon comedy. The action is 
fast-paced and the farce comedy is 
unyielding in it’s ability to make you 
smile. 

“Rumors” takes place in 
Sneden’s Landing, New York in 
1989. Four, well-off couples find 
themselves at the townhouse of a 
deputy New York City Mayor who 
has shot himself in the head, though 
it’s only a flesh wound. With his wife 
also missing, the guests of the party 
try to figure out what has happened 
to their hosts, all the while at the 
mercy of each other and the cover-up 
that is being put on to save the 
deputy mayor’s reputation. 

NECC student, Nate McNiff 
found himself in the role of the neu- 
rotic Ernie Cusack in his first ever 
Top Notch performance. 

“Everybody was wicked cool. It 
was a blast to work with such a mot- 


mers Dave 
Grohl finally 
was the last and 
amazing 
attribute to the band in 1990. He 
gave the final punch and from 
then on they continued on 
with albums. such as 
“Nevermind” featur- 
ing “Come As You 
Are” “Smells Like 
Teen Spirit” “On A 
Plain” and “Drain 
You” which were 
all awesome hits. 
Turmoil began to 
swirl around the band 
as rumors went around 
about Kurt taking heroin, the 
marriage to Courtney Love and the 
birth of his daughter Frances Bean 


Fans starving 
for new. Nirvana 
material,the album 
“Incesticide” was 
released that obtained rare compila- 
tions of B- sides. According to 
Rollingstone.com “Cobain 
was hospitalized several 
times due to chronic 
stomache pains” so, 
Geffen Records 
released this album 
due to the third 
album being delayed 
by Cobains health 
issues. 

After awhile rumors 
quieted but they were all 
major influences for the 
album “In Utero.” This album a 
favorite of mine was very raw and 


a ne ne os me 


Sunday morning is every day for all I 
care... and ’'m not scared... light my can- 
dles in a daze... ‘cause I’ve found god... 


—Kurt Cobain, 1967-1994 


on Aug. 18. 1992. Lost in the con- 
fusion and trying to keep a straight 
head Kurt continued writing music, 
it was the only thing that kept him 
sane and it allowed him to express 
himself. 


powerful. It featured “All 
Apologies,” “Rape Me,”and “Serve 
the Servants.” Cobain spoke of 
fame, fatherhood and the future 
where the demons would be laid to 
rest that were tormenting him in 


every angle. 

His lyrics so true, so real, full of 
love, anger, pain , past experiences 
and influences touched fans every- 
where. When Kurt passed away it 
was the end of Nirvana, I could go 
off for hours about his death, but 
there is no need. Those who love 
and live for Nirvana know the truth 
of Kurt’s death. 

Nirvana’s legacy continued 
with the release of “Unplugged in 
New York,” which was taken from 
their live acoustic MTV set. The 
last album in 1996 was an electric 
live album and was called “From 
The Muddy Banks of the Wishkah” 
and is the last and final statement 


Aaron Foss photo 


Above is the cast of the play ‘Rumors’ that will be performed on campus April 11-13. 


ley cast,” said McNiff. 

“Jim’s an awesome director. He 
has the perfect blend of professional- 
ism and friendliness towards the 
cast.” 

Of course, MeNiff is speaking of 
popular faculty member and 
“Rumors” director , Jim Murphy. 
Murphy has been incredibly active 
in the theatre program at Northern 
Essex for quite a while now. Most 
recently, he directed a 30 person plus 
cast in last semester’s Top Notch 


Production of “Macbeth”. Murphy 
also starred in A.R. Gurney’s “Love 
Letters” in February, along with his 
wife and NECC faculty member, 
Susan Sanders. 

The cast seems to work well off 
of each other it is very apparent that 
they are tight-knit. 

“This is my first semester here, I 
just moved from Georgia. I didn’t 
know anybody and the entire cast 
has made me feel welcome. I’m glad 
to have the friend’s I have made in 


this cast,” said Shannon Goodrum, 
who plays Officer Connie Pudney in 
first Top Notch Production. 

On the opposite end of the new- 
comers, Gina Kattar has found her- 
self in her eighth Top Notch 
Production. 

“Doing Neil Simon has been a 
new experience for me. I’ve never 
done a farce before, but it’s just like 
any other play, you go out and just 
act. You work with the script as best 
as you can,” said Kattar who por- 


File photo 
The truth of Kurt's tragedy lives in the heart's of his die hard fans. 


from the band. 

After much mourning Dave 
Grohl and Pat Smear formed the 
Foo Fighters and expressed the 
strain and departure from Nirvana. 
The depression the members went 
through tormented them. Not only 
where they lost, but were left with 
unanswered questions and were 
propelled into a complete state of 
shock and disbeleif. 

Kurt Cobain will always live in 
the hearts of his die hard fans. 
Those who went through the 
tragedy and those who learned of it 
will continue to play Nirvana and 
keep the devotion forever. 


Rumors are spreading throughout NECC 


trays the spoiled Claire Ganz. 

Charlotte Gulezian, another sea- 
soned Top Notch Player, is one of the 
cast member’s who have had an easy 
time adjusting to their role. 

“My character is a nutball and I 
really had an easy time playing her. I 
had an advantage coming in because 
I’m so much like her. I had a lot of 
fun with Nate because our characters 
really blend well together. All the 
new people have been great,” said 
Gulezian. 

Paul Melendy and Eric Salvi, 
who portray Lenny Ganz and Officer 
Ben Welch respectively, also had fun 
with their characters. 

“Since Lenny is so uptight and 
stressed out, it was easy for me to get 
into character because personally, I 
tend to get stressed out often,” said 
Melendy. 

“It’s been lots of fun playing a 
cop,” said Salvi. 

“| like acting like a cop even 
when I’m not rehearsing. I'll go 
downstairs and talk to the security 
guards and pretend I’m checking in 
for duty in the office.” 

“Rumors has it’s first run last 
weekend, but will be running this 
coming weekend as well. 
Performances are scheduled for an 
8pm start on April 11, 12, and 13, as 
well as the President’s Show on 
Sunday, which is open to faculty 
only. Tickets may be purchased at 
the door for $10 or $8 if you are a 
registered NECC student. The Top 
Notch Theatre is located on the 3rd 
floor of the Spurk Building. If you 
have any questions, contact the Top 
Notch Theater at 978-556-3374. 
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- Stillpoint returns with eclectic dance 


~ 


Come enjoy NECC Ss 
Dance departments 
Stillpoint concert 


By TIM EATON 
Contributing Reporter 


Northern Essex Community 
College dance department will once 
again be putting on the well-known 
Stillpoint concert this April. 

The show is set for four dates?\. 
April 19, 20, 26 and 27. This year’s 
show is going to be as exciting as 
any, with featured choreography by 
Elaine Mawhinney, Jacqui Young 
and Carol Burnham. Several stu- 
dents will also be filling the bill with 
their own pieces. 

The student pieces will include 
“Temporary Relief’ and “Freudian 
Slip.” Both pieces were subjected to 


\ \ 
et 


the particularly harsh judification-or 
judging process— at the American 
College Dance Festival. 

“Freudian Slip” is a piece by 
Cheryl Fortier. It examines the con- 
flict of good and evil. A bound girl 
(in a straight jacket), played by 
Jessica LaChance, is torn between 
the devil (played by Fortier) on one 
shoulder and the voice of good, an 
angel (played by Michelle Jackson) 
on the other. 

It is a jazz piece that possesses 
some really good elements of dance. 
The dance itself is actually a very 
interesting concept and is carried 
‘surprisingly well by all three 
dancers. 

The next piece that is student- 
created is “Temporary Relief,” 
choreographed by Jessica Barry. 
This is one of the show’s modern 
pieces. This piece is about trying to 
overcome an obstacle. There is a lot 
of symbolism worked into the dance 
through the use of the body. The 


Prediction: Tweet will be 
at the 2003 Grammys 


By DEB TSANTARLIOTIS 
Contributing Reporter 


Tweet, protegee of Missy “mis- 
demeanor” Elliott, is flying to the 
top of the Billboard singles charts 
with her hit single “oops (oh my).” 
With its innovative beats and 
rhythms and the musical genius of 
producer Timbaland, “oops (oh 
my)” is stirring things up in the 
music industry and out on the 
streets. 

The album “Southern 
has produced one 


Hummingbird” 


smash single, but does it have the 
potential for more chart topping suc- 
cess. Or will Tweet be dismissed as 
another one hit wonder? After lis- 
tening to the entire album several 
times in one night, it became clear 
that Tweet is a promising new artist 
whose first album will be a huge 
success and will not be forgotten. 

Those of you expecting the 
entire album to be filled with dance- 
able tunes like her first single will 
be disappointed. There are only four 
up-tempo tracks. The rest of the 
album contains sultry, soulful and at 
times provocative ballads. The 
slower songs seem to better compli- 
ment Tweet’s amazing vocals than 
the dance tracks. 

“Motel,” the ninth track on the 
CD, is probably one of the strongest 
cuts from the album. “Motel” is a 
beautifully written song with only 
the sounds of an acoustic guitar and 
Tweets voice bringing it to life. 

“Motel” is a song of a man who 
gets caught cheating on his girl 
while on his way to visit his mistress 
at the motel. The verse that stands 
out the most is: “go to hell 
baby/cause I know I saw you go into 


a motel.” 

“Complain” is another strong 
track about doing everything it 
takes, even changing your life 
around, to have your loved one back 
in your arms again. She sings “leave 
your socks on the dresser and not in 
the drawer/I wouldn’t complain/Just 
as well if you wanna watch your 
favorite sport baby/I wouldn’t com- 
plain.” 

The song “Drunk” has a little bit 
of a blues influence, which helps 
deliver the mood for this song. 
“Drunk” describes the way some 
people deal with the problems in 

their lives. Sometimes you 
need to escape, and, for 
Tweet, drinking was 
something she turned to at 
one point in her life when 
things were not looking 
“up for her. 
“Best Friend” features 
a new artist, neo-soul 
singer Bilal. This song is 
probably one of the most 
soulful tracks on the 
album, thanks to Bilal’s 
high- pitched voice; a mix 
of D’Angelo and Prince. 

“Southern Hummingbird” is a 
refreshing new album with great 
lyrical content and the incredible 
voice of Tweet (Charlene Keys). My 
prediction is that this album will be 
one of the most nominated at the 
2003 Grammy Awards, and it will be 
the start of a long successful career 
in the music industry for this 
“Southern Hummingbird.” 


See puzzle, page 14 
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dance helps to build a more diverse 
show. It lets you see that there is 
another style out there. 

Jacqui Young has come up with 
another piece that uses the concept 
of pantomiming. This one is about 
the late Evita. Titled “Peron,” the 
dance is about the Argentinean soci- 
ety’s reaction to the loss of their 
beloved leader. The dance is a 
hybrid of styles. It combines ballet 
and jazz movements to create a very 
entertaining piece. The music selec- 
tion is from the Evita soundtrack 
and is sung by Antonio Banderas 
(yes, he can sing as well as act.) 

The wild card of the show is 
Carol Burnham’s “Tango 1, Tango 
2.” This dance uses Flamingco style 
and modern. The idea is a “West- 
side Story” theme. Two sides, one in 
red, the other black, are pitted 
against each other. This piece is 
probably one of top ones to look for- 
ward to because of the fact it isn’t 
like the others. 


Roast Beef 


(Located inside Getty Station) 


Returning for their second per- 
formance will be “Urban Jewlz.” 
This local hip-hop group is not actu- 
ally part of the Stiilpoint program, 
but is entertaining as a high-energy, 
fast paced dance troupe that has a 
Janet Jackson feel. 

Dance Club leadership changed 
hands this semester from Jenn 
Woodman to Karrie Stang. Her work 
is another fast-paced piece. The 
dance is about kids playing together 
and is appropriately called “Play 
with Me.” This is a jazz piece and 
typically has a better part of the stu- 
dents in it since it is a club rather 
than a class. Woodman’s piece from 
last semester will still be in the 
show. 


Other returning pieces are 


“Shattered” and “Overcome.” Both 
are choreographed by Jacqui Young 
and contain certain movements dis- 
tinctive to Young’s style. 

The big piece this semester is 
Professor Elaine Mawhinney’s ver- 


L"love’ Your pot roast 
and meshed polstoes.. Tm 
Just not “in love" with your 
pot roast and t and mashed 
potefes. 4 


sion of “The Odyssey.” Cast as the 
lead of Odysseus is Sean Alfonsi, 
the only male in Stillpoint this year. 
Adapted to a dance, “Odyssey” con- 
tains all those familiar characters 
and situations from Homer’s poem. 
You have your witches, your hero, 
and the destructive whirlpool that 
spares no one. 

Mawhinney’s pieces are always 
interesting to watch and are highly 
entertaining. This piece is the head- 
liner, and unlike other years, is the 
only extended piece that could be a 
performance itself. 

Stillpoint only comes around 
once a year. The dances are great to 
watch and the performance is 
always entertaining. There is a lot of 
hard work and dedication going into 
making each performance special 
and fresh. Support your fellow stu- 
dents and buy tickets to see the 
show. With the budget cut crisis, 
your support is necessary. 


We specialize in HOT 
Roast Beef Sandwiches 


Hours: 


Sunday-Thursday 10AM-10PM 
Friday and Saturday 10AM-11PM 


To place an order 


(978)-373-2914 


402 Amesbury Road 


Haverhill, MA 01830 
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Cave In showing strain with new music style 


Preparing for their 
debut album....Cave 
In seems to lose edge 


By Kory WAGNER 
Photo Editor/Staff Reviewer 


Emerging from the local rock 
scene, Cave In, a four piece music 
ensemble, brings to the masses 
“Lost in the Air,” a two song CD 
single in preparation for their major 
label debut on RCA Records. 

“Lost in the Air” and “Lift Off’ 
are the new tunes from this ever 
evolving group. 

Although it seems while amidst 
all the hype for their new record. 

They have lost something they 
had tried so hard to find in their 
music in the past with these songs. 

“Lost in the Air,” sounds like a 
heavy pop song, while “Lift Off,” 
even though it does try to bring back 
some of that old Cave In edge, it’s 


Cave In’s new release “Jupiter” is 
their most eclectic work yet. 


just flat and boring. 

I don’t know if this is due to the 
pressure being put on these boys to 
try and make radio air play or to 
make some kind of groundbreaking 
cutting edge album, but something 
must be done. 

With their last CD, “Jupiter,” 
their most eclectic piece of work 
thus far, would make one think that 
they would carry on the torch. 

After starting a massive move- 
ment with a new title for their style 


of music, space rock, you would 
think they would stay in the 
same direction. 

It seems while pushing for 
the obscure they seemed to have 
found the mainstream bore. 

Cave In, for being so young, 
has been around for 
quite sometime now. 

Having already 
released three full- 
length albums and 
appearing on a multi- 
tude of CD samplers, 
this band really has 
evolved over the 
years. 

Starting as a 5 piece- 
band back in ‘97, the 
band’s music style was 
more hardcore/metal than 
anything. 

“Until Your Heart 
Stops” and “Beyond Hypothermia,” 
are their first two releases on the 
Boston based label Hydra Head. 

These two albums catapulted 
Cave In onto the music scene creat- 
ing a fan base that will follow them 


wherever their music may go. 

Soon there after, with the release 
of “Creative Eclipse,” a CD EP con- 
taining only five songs. 

One song being a cover and two 
songs that consist of nothing more 
than some trippy noise. 


ae oan 


Creating a new style of 
music known as space 
rock, these four boys were 


onto something big. 


The band tried to give their 
audience a sneak peak at what their 
sound and next album would be 
like. 

With less of a metal edge and 
more of a Pink Floyd sound, Cave In 


was seeing if their die-hard fan base 
would accept that change in their 
style of music that they have come 
accustomed to hearing. 

“Jupiter,” the latest Cave In full- 
length release, the album that this 
reviewer thinks landed them their 
record deal, is on for the 
books. 

Complete with toy laser 
guns used to create effects, 
they have completely pulled a 
180 in their music style, and 
have done it well. 

Creating a new style of 
music known as space rock, 
these four boys were on to 
something big. 

Full of big rhythms and 
complex harmonies, this is 
one album that broke the mold 
for modern music. 

Now with the bands’ 
release of “Lost in the Air,” I found 
myself wondering if this is the 
newest direction the band wants to 
venture in, and if so who are they 
writing songs for now; the audience 
or the record label? 


The history of horror: the 40s, 50s and 60s 


Part two on the 
history of the horror 
movie genre 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


The 1940’s were one of the most 
boring and non-eventful decades for 
the horror genre. The decade was full 
of spin-off, sequels, and remakes, but 
nothing truly original or noteworthy. 
The horror films of the 40’s also 
seemed to have lost the edge that 
made audiences crave more and they 
certainly were no longer scary. 

One of the new actors on the hor- 
ror scene in the 40’s the son of Lon 
Chaney, Lon Chaney Jr. Following 
in his father’s footsteps, Chaney Jr. 
became a horror celebrity by portray- 
ing “The Wolf Man” in 1941. Chaney 
Jr. also took on the roles of 
Frankenstein’s monster in the sequel 
“The Ghost of Frankenstein” and the 
role of the Mummy in three sequels 
to the original. 

In 1943, the first crossover horror 


_ Janet Leigh won a Golden Globe 
and was nomiated for an Oscar for 
her role in Alfred Hitchcock's 


“Psycho.” 


_ film was made. Chaney Jr. and Bela 
Lugosi starred in “Frankenstein 
_ meets the Wolf Man.” The next year 
~ a second crossover movie was made 
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as Boris Karloff, John Carradine, and 
Chaney Jr. starred in “House of 
Frankenstein.” This film featured 
Frankenstein’s monster, Dracula and 
the Wolf Man meeting up with a mad 
scientist. The same actors teamed 
again in 1945 in a very similar film 
entitled “House of Dracula.” 

In the later part of the decade, the 
genre turned to a farce as Abbot and 
Costello found there way onto the 
horror screen. The comedy “Abbot 
and Costello meet Frankenstein” 
teamed the comedians with Bela 
Lugosi and Chaney Jr. in a film that 
is far from memorable. In 1949, hor- 
ror great Boris Karloff starred with 
the comedy duo in “Abbot and 
Costello meet the Killer Boris 
Karloff.” Although this film was 
more of a “whodunnit” than a horror 
film, it only added to the list of 
movies that showed that the horror 
genre had lost its edge. 

The 1950’s gave birth to a new 
kind of horror movie. Science fiction 
found it’s way to the movie screen 
and several sci-fi/horror films were 
produced. Aliens and invasions from 
outer space seemed to be all the rage 
in the 50’s. “The Thing from Another 


World” was produced in 1951. The 


film was about an Antarctic 
research team who find an alien 
body entrapped in the ice. When 
thawed out, they find it to be very 
much alive and very unfriendly. 
This film had a new plotline and 
was the “Alien” of its day. The 
same year “The Day the Earth 
Stood Still” was released and 
started the alien invasion flood 
that would fill the cinema 
throughout the decade. 

The most notable film of the 
sci-fi/horror genre was released in 
1953. Paramount released the 
H.G. Wells novel “The War of the 
Worlds” as a film. This film was 
one of the most popular movies of 
its day due to the sci-fi craze and 
the fact that it was one of the first 
science fiction movies to be 
released in color. A dedicated hor- 
ror movie was released this same 
year. Taking a break from the sci- 
fi orientated films that opened the 
50’s, “House of Wax” made a star 
of horror legend Vincent Price. 
The film was also one of the first 3- 
D horror films. 

“Them!” was one example of the 
films inspired by the Cuban Missile 


Crisis and the hazard of 
nuclear radiation. The 
film featured several 
gigantic, radiation gen- 
erated ants terrorizing 
the people of Arizona. 
The alike movie 
“Tarantula” starred 
Clint Eastwood as the 
hero who: battled an 
enormous spider. 

The effect that sci-fi 
had on the horror film 
was at first a good thing 
as it gave a breath of life 
to the genre after it 
struggled throughout 
the 40’s. However, the 
hardcore horror fans 
were desperately cray- 
ing the edge-of-your- 
seat thrillers that 
Universal had produced 
twenty-five years earli- 
er. It wasn’t Universal 
this time that heard 


there cry, but a British George Romero's “Night of the Living Dead was a box office success despite its 


company 
Hammer Studios. 
Hammer had to this 
point produced drama 
and documentary films, but due to 
the immense popularity of the 
Hammer film “The Quartermass 
Xperiment,” the company decided to 
try their hand at horror. 

“The Curse of Frankenstein” was 
released in 1957 and was an instant 
classic, making stars out of actors 
Peter Cushing and Christopher Lee. 
Both men also starred in Hammer’s 
version of “Dracula” in 1958, which 
was also a success. 

The sci-fi/horror side of cinema 
was slowly losing its steam as well. 
“The Blob” debuted in 1959 and was 
one of the last notable movies of the 
decade. A few more science fiction 
movies were made, but they had lost 
their popularity to Hammer and 
began to die out. 

The 1960’s would give birth to 
two of the most influential and popu- 
lar movies, not only in the history of 
horror, but the history of the motion 
picture itself. Alfred Hitchcock’s 
“Psycho” debuted in 1960 and 
starred Anthony Perkins as_ the 
innkeeper of the infamous Bates 
Motel. Perkins’s portrayal of the 
eccentric Norman Bates and murder 
of Janet Leigh in the “shower scene” 
terrified audiences. Hitchcock’s mas- 


terful directing, along with Bernard 
Herrmann’s haunting violin score 
made “Psycho” an instant classic in 
the history of film. It would go on to 
inspire filmmakers in all genres, even 
to this day. 

MGM had success in 1960 with 
the release of “The Village of the 
Damned” in 1960, the story of a 
small English village terrorized by a 
group of mind-reading children. 

Hammer continued its success 
into the 60’s with “The Curse of the 
Werewolf’ and “The Brides of 
Dracula.” However, the companies 
remakes of “Dr. Jeckll and Mr. 
Hyde” and “Phantom of the Opera” 
were box office flops. 

Hammer would rebound in the 
mid-60’s with several successful 
films, including “The Curse of the 
Mummy’s Tomb,” “Plague of the 
Zombies,” and Dracula: Prince of 
Darkness.” 

The year was 1968 when another 
classic horror film was released. 
George Romero’s “Night of the 
Living Dead” was extremely popular, 
despite its low budget and black and 
white footage. The film did incredi- 
bly well at the box office and opened 
an entire sub-genre in the horror 
movie industry. 


called low budget and black and white footage. Most horror fans agree that the grainy 
footage only adds to the film’s intensity. 


The film features seven people 
trapped in an isolated farmhouse bat- 
tling zombies who’s sole intention is 
to\eat their flesh. The hostages can’t 
decide who is in charge and Romero 
uses this to almost have you rooting 
for the zombies. This film would go 
on to inspire all zombie movies, as 
well as spawn a remake and several 
sequels. 

The end of the 60’s would see 
several more films from Hammer, 
including “The Devil Rides Out”, 
which was one of their most success- 
ful movies ever. However, Trouble 
was brewing for Hammer though and 
the fallout would be drastic. 

The horror film during the mid- 
dle decades of the century would 
undergo. many changes. The 
horror/comedy films of the 40’s 
would turn into the sci-fi cult classic 
of the 50’s. Yet, die-hard horror fans 
wanted a return to the old horror 
films that used to terrify them. 
Hitchcock and Romero would 
answer that call in the 60’s, as well as 
Hammer Studios, whose success in 
that decade mirrored the success of 
Universal from years earlier. The 
horror film would continue it’s popu- 
larity into the 1970’s without ever 
looking back. 
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Music Club to hold 


benefit concert Apr. 26 


NECCS musicians 
perform at Sad Cafe 
in Plaistow, N.H. 


By MELISSA GRAVES 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


On April 26, The Northern Essex 
Community College Music Club of 
Haverhill, will be holding a benefit 
concert at The Sad Café in Plaistow , 
N.H. This show is a fundraiser for 
The Music Club and will be $10 at 
the door. The show starts at 7 p.m. 
There are- going to be awesome 
bands , great people and plenty of 
head banging. 

The Music Club is a combination 
of student activity and formal meet- 
ings mixed in with plenty of play 
time in between classes where stu- 
dents sing and play their hearts out 
on instruments such as guitar, piano 
and bass. 

Melissa Curtis who is a member 
said, “The great people and the 
fun atmosphere makes being apart of 
the music club worthwhile.” 

The Music Club also has a cho- 
rus and two instrumental ensembles 
and they all rehearse at any given 
time. Visiting their practice space , I 
listened to them sing and jam out . 
They showed such ambition and 
amazing attitudes that were so care 
free and fun loving. 

Ivan Boles stated that “it’s a nice 
break from my other music classes.” 
This statement was really true due 
to the fact that it seemed like an 
incredible get away from stress, 
books and anything else. It’s a place 
you can get away and do the thing 
you love the best where nothing else 
matters. Students can express them- 
selves through their music and feel 
welcome because everyone there has 
the same interests and do not judge 
anyone of their abilities. The mem- 


New Breed 
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bers were some of the nicest people I 
have met at Northern Essex. 

Micheal Finegold who has been 
a dedicated adviser of The Music 
Club since 1972, spoke strongly 
about the club and stated that “this 
club is a chance for connection for 
students of similar interests.” 
Finegold hopes to raise enough 
money to replace lost and stolen 
equipment, receive new portable 
equipment for practice such as new 
amplifiers, microphones, security for 
concerts, maintenance, and to be able 
to pay their accompanist for the cho- 
rus. Brianna Dagle , vice president 
of the club, said, “everything we 
have for equipment, the Music Club 
has paid for.” This shows how com- 
mitted these fellow club members 
are, and that they will do anything for 
this club if necessary, even if they 
have to do it on their own. 

Although things keep getting 
stolen and broken, the Music Club 
keeps their heads high. Their power 
mixer was stolen last semester, but 
they have been reimbursed by the 
college and they are now trying to 
raise enough money for new equip- 
ment, which hopefully can be funded 
by students, faculty and everyone 
that can make it to the show . 

The Music Club is always 
wanting more people to join because 
“it’s a lot of fun, everyone’s welcome 
and the more people the better.” 
Yvonne Burke stated, who is the trea- 
surer of the club. 

“ Northern Essex has brought 
back being apart of a musical com- 
munity,” Dagle said. 

This club is on their way with 
their individual , original and superb 
characteristics. They all have the 
willpower, talent and plenty of devo- 
tion in keeping the music alive and 
the determination to get what they 
need done well accomplished. 


Vince McKeon 


“Vd say it’s pretty good for 
being done by a cat.” 


WERE SMART 
PEOPLE. WHY ARE 


OVR ARGUMENTS 
So PETY AND 
PREDICTABLE? 


THEN You SNAP BACK, 
\TS BECALSE OF YoU 
THAT LT CLEEe 
Gree cise BLEee 


THEN You SCREECH, 

You're THE ONE 

WHO INSISTS ON) 

BLAH BLAH BLOO 

BLoo Blee BLES 
Qui, 


Across 


1. Jim who wrote "MacArthur 


Park" 

5. Jazzman Kenton 

9. School of fish 

14. Many a toy train track 
15. Water 

16. Crew of people 

17. Hepburn serving goof? 
19. Author Shreve 

20. Good example of a type 
22. Anti-discrimination org. 
23. Hal who played Barney 
Miller 

26. Incense cultivator from 
distant lands? 

28. I 

29. Pre-op test 

31. Charles Dutton TV role 


32. "Swiss Family Robinson" 


peaks 

34. Turn through the pages 
37. Femur and fibula, e.g. 
41. Title of this puzzle 

44. Kind of society 

45. Visible 

46. _ farewell 

47. Is in the past? 

49. First of 50: Abbr. 

51. Address abbr. 

52. Ragout, to a flight atten- 
dant? 

57. Photoelectric cell, e.g. 
59. "Pipe down!" 

60. See 10-Down 

62. Up to the time of 

64. Painter who is maligned? 
68. More than mislead 

69. Typographer's strike 

70. "I did it!" 


71. One of many in a tool box 


72. Kind of mark 
73. Tater 


Down 
1. Stir fry pot 
2. "Little" Stowe girl 


WELL, FiRst YOU SAY 

SOMETHING STUPLIO 

LIKE, NoW You'RE 

STARTING TO Make 
Me ANGeY, 


THEN You WHINE, 
\F IT WERENT FoR 
you, L'D BLEeE 
BLEE BLoo BLAH 


THEN You SNARL, 
How CAN You SAY © 
BLAH BLAH BLAH When) 
Sou Just SIT THERE 
Bnv BWH BLvH BLK? 


By Davip LEVINSON WILK 


ors 


OENING 


THEN Sou RETORT, 
WELL IT'S Youe 
FAULT THAT I 
BLAH BLAH BLAH, 


THEN YoU WHIMPER, 
THE CAUSE OF ALL our 
PROBLEMS 1S THE 
FACT TRAT You 
BLAH BLEE BL\ 


Now You'Re SraRTinG 
“TO MAKE ME 


PE aL 1 RS eae 
HERE Beas Re 


Be up 

Run, as colors 

Light rain 

Lawsuit basis 

Haughty 

1977 film" _ Rae" 
Baden-Baden, for one 
10. Hexagonal structure found 
in a 60-Across 

11. Willow tree 

12. Fur trader John Jacob 
13. Drain 

18. Sporting weapon 

21. To do it is human 

23. Rover's restraint 

24. Domed home 

sa intended" 

7. "South Side" singer 
0. Tiara inlays 

3. Disney character 


SE HOO nen te 2 


copyright, 2002, David Levinson Wilk 


35. Gibbon, e.g. 

36. Skedaddled 

38. Verges on 
39.Putan__ (halt) 
40. Part of a ranch herd 
42. Gunfight command 
43. Not a close contest 
48. Break down 


50. "The Periodic Table" author 


52. Synagogues 

53. Old Roman wear 

54. Fragrant compound 

55. Is a bibliophile, perhaps 
56. New York shortstop Jeter 


58. They may go out on a limb 


61. Flying start? 

63. Down in the dumps 
65. Maple syrup, once 
66. Univ. e-mail ending 
67. Pop 
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The Counseling Center is here 
for your health and happiness 


Talk out the issues 
that cloud your life 
and feel better 


By KRISTIN BELL 
Health & Happiness Editor 


The years one spends going to 
college are often referred to as the 
“best years of your life.” 
Realistically, they are years filled 
with making many important deci- 
sions and learning how to be your 
own person. 

These issues are complicated 
and can feel overwhelming and may 
make the best years into ones you 
may want to forget. The NECC 
Counseling Center can help students 
through these tougher times. 

“Students come to just vent what 
they are dealing with,” says Joan 
Thompson, a councilor on both 
Haverhill and Lawrence campuses. 
“Tt clarifies things for them and 
helps them process what they are 
feeling.” 

The Counseling Centers’ mis- 
sion is to promote students’ academ- 
ic success, sound judgement, indi- 
vidual goals, contribution to com- 
munity, fulfillment and quality of 
life. The canter puts emphasizes stu- 
dents’ strengths, personal growth, 
open communication, mutual 
respect and independence. 

Their goal is to provide short- 


term counseling—a maximum of 
three individual sessions—and offer 
community referrals to students. 

A student whom I had the plea- 
sure to talk with, but wishes to 
remain anonymous said, “If it wasn’t 
for this department I wouldn’t be 
here. 

“It is a very close relationship. 
They are very open and understand- 
ing. They have helped with prob- 


lems in the classroom and problems 
at home,” they said. 

The councilors at the center are 
trained to listen in a non-judgmental 
way. They do not try to jump in and 
fix things. Rather, they seek to 
enable students to find their own 
way to a solution. No matter what 
the issue, the councilors are tolerant 
of differences. 

“We deal with family issues, as 


Kristin Bell illustration 


well as identity issues. Also issues 
about self esteem, feelings of self- 
doubt, decision making abilities, and 
issues of loss and death. We act as a 
life-coach,” says Jane Bradley, 
another councilor at the center. 

“We also deal with students of a 
critical nature,” she continues. 
“Students with suicidal thoughts 
and/or difficulty with feeling of 
anger. Students who are feeling anx- 
ious, have trouble in class, or have 
inter-personal problems.” 

The services provided at the cen- 
ter are confidential, but there are a 
few exceptions, including: if the stu- 
dent expresses intent to harm 
him/herself or another, reveals infor- 
mation regarding abuse of a child 18 
or younger, reveals information 
regarding abuse of an elderly person 
or a person with disabilities. 

The center is a place where you 
can be yourself and diffuse some of 
the pressure that may be building 
inside. There is a scheduled walk-in 
hour Monday through Friday from 1 
p.m. to 2 p.m. However anyone can 
stop in at any time. You may also 
call for an appointment, (978) 556- 
3790. The center is located in the 
Student Center, room F121. The ser- 
vices cost nothing and do not 
involve insurance. 

The first step to making these 
years a positive, memorable, experi- 
ence is to talk out the negative 
aspects before they get any bigger 
and take away from all the good 


times to be had. 


The not-so-sunny side of tanning beds 


The health risks 
may not justify 
a healthy glow 


By ALEXANDRIA WILSON 
Contirbuting Reporter 


Oh glorious spring! The weather 
warms, buds burst and people run in 
droves to the tanning salon to get 
ready for bathing suit season. 
According to the American Academy 
of Dermatology (AAD), more than a 
million people a day visit tanning 
salons seeking a healthy glow. 
Evidence indicates however, there is 
nothing healthy about tanning. 

“There is no such thing as a safe 
tan,” says NECC Student Health 
Services Coordinator Donna 
Montalbano, RN. 

According to the AAD, ultra vio- 
let rays emitted from the sun have 
been linked to skin cancer, immune 
system damage and premature aging 
of the skin. While most people do 
not get skin diseases while they are 
young, “80 percent of sun damage 
occurs before the age of 18,” the 
_ AAD says. 

It is widely believed that artifi- 
cial tanning is safer than tanning out- 
doors but, sun lamps contain the 
same types of UV rays in more 
intense amounts. The AAD equates 
_ 20 minutes in a tanning bed to spend- 
ing a day on the beach. 

“I don’t know how they get away 
with the word safe,” Montalbano 
_ Says of tanning salons. 


i 


However, many businesses 
advertise themselves that way. 

Spero J. Rally, owner of Beyond 
the Beach in Bradford and a certified 
tanning consultant, says that the dif- 
ference between artificial and out- 
door tanning is between the UVA and 


recently, the AAD has linked UVA 
rays to melanoma, the most serious 
type of skin cancer. 

“They do the same damage, with 
a different process,” Montalbano 
says. She feels that the tanning 
industry offers “misleading claims of 


Wo a a 


There’s no such thing as a 


healthy tan. 


—Donna Montalbano 


Student Health Services Coordinator 


UVB rays. Many of his machines, 
like one called The Cyclone, use up 
to 97.6 percent UVA rays, which are 
widely touted by the tanning industry 
as the “safe rays.” 
“Remember, 
the ‘B’ stands for 
burning,” he says, 


explaining __ that 
UVB rays are more 
dangerous than 
UVA rays. His 


machines contain a 
“high amount of 
UVA browning 
rays” that he says 
are less damaging 
than the “burning 
rays.” 

The claim by 
tanning salons that 
UVA rays do not contribute to skin 
damage is a common one. Yet 


safety” that lull consumers into a 
“false sense of security.” 

“Indoor tanning is a controlled 
environment,” defends Rally, while 
admitting to wearing 
sunscreen with an 
SPF of 20-30 while 
outside in the sum- 
mer. 

But is tanning 
safe? 

“It’s a lot safer 
than outdoor rays,” 
he says. “If you go 
everyday, then I'd 
say it was unsafe.” 

Although Rally 
describes his 
machines as safe, 
the actual word does 
not appear in the 
advertisement for Beyond the Beach. 
“Safe” does appear in the advertise- 


ment for Garden Island Tanning and 
Laundry of Haverhill. 

Kelly Doucette, manager of 
Garden Island, explains that the com- 
bination of a laundromat, dry cleaner 
and tanning salon is a lucrative busi- 
ness. Customers can tan as they wait 
for their clothes to be dry. Yet when 
posed with the question of safety that 
is promised in the advertisement, 
Doucette’s response is clouded. 

“I don’t know,” she says. 
“Doesn’t matter to me.” 

Whether or not public safety is 
important to owners of tanning 
salons seems irrelevant when consid- 
ering the business aspect of the 
industry. Garden Island has more 
than 200 members who pay $60 per 
month for unlimited tanning. That, 
combined with another business such 
as a laundromat or video store, is an 
entrepreneurial dream. 

As long as the owner complies 
with basic FDA regulations—sanita- 
tion procedures, limited exposure, 
requiring the use of goggles and post- 
ing skin damage warnings—pretty 
much anyone can open a tanning 
salon. 

Despite all the research and 
warnings, people still believe that a 
tan is healthy. Tanning salons are 
always filled with teenage girls hop- 
ing to get brown before the prom or 
someone trying to get a “base tan.” 
Yet experts agree that tanning in any 
way is never safe. 

“Anytime your skin turns a dif- 
ferent color, you’re doing damage to 
your skin.” Montalbano says. 
“There’s no such thing as a healthy 
tan.” 


Drakane 
declines 
among 
U.Va 
freshman 


CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. 
(AP) The University of Virginia 
has seen a sharp drop in drinking 
among all freshmen during the past 
three years, even among fraternity 
and sorority members. 

University health officials 
attribute the decline in part to 
social norms marketing aimed at 
freshmen. The campaign seeks to 
correct students’ often incorrect 
assumptions about how much their 
classmates drink, school officials 
said. 

Students generally overesti- 
mate by 50 percent to 60 percent 
how much alcohol fellow students 
drink in a week, said Dr. James C. 
Turner, executive director of 
U.Va.’s student health program. 
“It’s the misperception of how 
much students drink that con- 
tributes to their drinking,” Turner 
said. 

Beginning in the fall of 2000, 
the university began telling stu- 
dents, especially freshmen, how 
much their classmates actually 
drink, hanging posters in dormito- 
ries and placing ads in student pub- 
lications. Informing students that 
classmates actually drink much less 
than assumed, ‘makes it easier for 
them to act on their good instincts” 
and drink less, said Susan Bruce, 
director of U.Va.’s Center for 
Alcohol and Substance Education. 

The statistics appear encourag- 
ing. According to university sur- 
veys, the number of alcoholic 
drinks consumed by first-year fra- 
ternity men has dropped from 21.7 
per week in 2000 to 6.8 in 2002, 
while dropping from 9.8 per week 
in 2000 to 3.8 in 2002 for all first- 
year men. Similar declines have 
been found among sorority women 
and all women students. 

Turner also credits the drop in 
drinking to the university’s deci- 
sion a few years ago to move fra- 
ternity and sorority rush from the 
fall to the spring semester and 
increased efforts by U.Va. police to 
inform students about alcohol laws 
and to enforce those regulations. 

Statistics for the entire student 
body are less rosy, based on the 
2001 U.Va. Health Behaviors 
Study by the Department of 
Psychiatric Medicine. For instance, 
the percentage of students who 
engaged in “high-risk drinking” 
—defined as four drinks for 
women or five drinks for men in 
one sitting or on one occasion — in 
the two weeks before the survey 
increased from 55 percent in 2000 
to 56.3 percent in 2001. 

Meanwhile, 91.8 percent of 
fraternity members participated in 
high-risk drinking in the two weeks 
before the survey. 

But the university plans to 
expand social norms marketing to 
target upperclassmen and also 
focus on fraternity and sorority 
members. U.Va. has received a 
$257,424 grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education that will 
be used to extend social norms 
marketing to fraternities and soror- 
ities, plus expand other programs 
designed to reduce the role of alco- 
hol in Greek organizations. 
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Health & Happiness 


THE KITCHEN BELL | 


Pumpkin cookies & 
penuche frosting 


Pumpkin is not just a 
taste of fall...these 
cakes will perk up 
your spring too! 


By KRISTIN BELL 
Health & Happiness Editor 


Ingredients for cookies: 


1/2 cup sugar 

1/2 cup firmly packed brown 
sugar 

1 cup margarine or butter, 
softened 

1 cup canned pumpkin 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

| egg 

2 cups unbleached flour 

| teaspoon baking soda 

| teaspoon baking powder 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 


1/4 teaspoon salt 
3/4 cup chopped nuts 


Heat oven to 350 degrees. In a 
large bowl, cream sugar, brown sugar 
and margarine until light and fluffy. 
Blend in pumpkin, vanilla and egg. 
Lightly spoon flour into measuring 
cup and level off. Add flour, baking 
soda, baking powder, cinnamon and 
salt; blend well. Stir in nuts. Drop by 
rounded teaspoon 2 inches apart onto 
ungreased cookie sheets. Bake at 350 
degrees for 10 to 12 minutes or until 
golden brown around edges. 
Immediately remove from cookie 
sheets and place on a cooling rack. 


Ingredients for penuche 
frosting: 


2 tablespoons margarine or butter 

1/2 cup firmly packed brown 
sugar 

1/4 cup milk 

1 1/2 to 2 cups of powdered sugar 


In a medium saucepan, combine 
margarine and brown sugar; bring to 
a boil. Cook over medium heat, stir- 
ring constantly, 1 minute or until 
slightly thickened. Cool 10 minutes. 
Add milk, beat until smooth. Beat in 
powdered sugar until spreading con- 
sistency. Frost cooled cookies; allow 
frosting to set before storing. Enjoy! 
Yum! Yum! 


Redneck recipes, why not? 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


A real redneck likes to eat. While 
we are anything from culinary 
experts, us countrified folk now what 
we like going down out gullets. 
These are just a few of the best 
recipes I have come across in my 
travels throughout the wild world of 
redneck. Hope you enjoy. 


TENNESSEE HILL COUNTRY 
SNAKE FINGERS 


Sliced Rattlesnake 
Buttermilk 1 Cup 
Cornmeal 1 cup 
Flour 1/2 cup 

Salt to taste 

Pepper to taste 
Lemon pepper dash 


Clean rattlesnake by removing 
head, guts, skin and rattle .Cut into 4- 
inch sections. Dip into buttermilk 
and batter. Deep fry until golden 
brown. Serve with onions, beans and 
stuffing. 


HUNTIN’ CAMP STEW 


Kidney beans 2 cans 
Deer/antelope burger: 

2 pounds 
Onions half of whole onion 
Beer 4, 20 oz. bottles 


Potatoes 2 potatoes 
Garlic salt 2 teaspoons 
Pepper 2 tablespoons 


Salt 2 teaspoons 
Chili powder 2 tablespoons 


Use beer as broth by pouring into 
pot. Slice onions and potatoes and 


put into pot. Add two pounds of ante- 
lope or deer burger and two cans of 
kidney beans. Add salt, pepper, chili 
powder, and garlic salt. Boil at 375 
degrees for 10 minutes. Add 4 20- 
ounce bottles of your favorite beer. 
Let boil for another half an hour. 


GRILLED SPAM 


1 can of Spam 
Choice of glazes 


Fire up the barbecue. Cut Spam 
into thick slices. Use your favorite 
glaze to coat both sides of the slices. 
Try BBQ. sauce, Ahso,_ or 
Worcestershire sauce. Place slices 
onto grill and grill both sides for 5 
minutes. Let cool and enjoy. Also try 
putting it on bread to make a 
Spamburger. 


BY MISS ANNA 


ARIES: 
(March 21-April 20) 


Pull out all stops this week and 
go ahead with those plans, every- 
thing you need is now in place. The 
idea of how things are supposed to be 
and reality will always be in conflict, 
so don’t let it stop you. Matters on 
the homefront need to be taken care 
of. 


TAURUS: 
(April 21 - May 21) 


Don’t jump to conclusions 
about anything, if it looks to good to 
be true, it probably is. Look beyond 
appearances and check out all the 
facts first. Play your hunches, 
because your intuition is working 
overtime this week. Your evenings 
may be filled with intense romance. 


GEMINI: 
(May 22 - June 21) 


Hindsight is always 20-20. So 
stop feeling sorry for yourself this 
week and look around to see just how 
rich and full your life really is. A 
friend may be just the remedy to pull 
you out of the doldrums. Take a tip 
from their enthusiasm and childlike 
sense of wonder. 


CANCER: 
(June 22 - July 23) 


There is an overlooked detail in 
your financial dealings which needs 
to be searched out and taken care of, 
otherwise it may cause some incon- 
venience. Since you love tradition 
and are not overly fond of change, 
don’t be alarmed of the changes, but 
roll with the punches. 


LEO: 
(July 24- August 23) 


This week may find you finish- 
ing a project with the help of a cool 
and calm approach. Take a moment 
to review your work and look for any 
possibly improvements for the next 
time. A little soul- searching is in 
order, so bring up old memories, 
however painful. 


VIRGO: 
(August 24 - September 23) 


Your money matters may need 
a bit more juggling than usual during 
the week, and may be due to your 
dependence on someone who is not 
very dependable. Cut your losses and 
move on. Just who or what are you 
saving your love and affection for - 
put your own needs as a priority. 


LIBRA: 
(September 24 - October 23) 


Acalm and cool exterior will do 
more for you than hysteria this week. 
There is a good reason to not let your 
feelings get the best of you. Your pri- 
mary love relationship seems to be 
heading in a new direction, one 
which will be beneficial for the both 
of you. 


: Horoscopes 


SCORPIO: 
(October 24 - November 22) 


The weight of the world seems 
to be on your shoulders during the 
week. Just continue to do a good job, 
but don’t take it with such a life and 
death attitude. A lover or partner may 
be in hysterics, so just listen compas- 
sionately and save your reply until 
later. 


SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 23 - December 21) 


An opportunity this week needs 
to be seized now before it is snapped 
up by another. Things around you 
may have become a little slow, even 
to routine. Try something new to 
eject a little live into your every day 
living and let those creative juices 
start to flow. 


CAPRICORN: 
(December 22 - January 20) 


A fortress in your life may be 
slowly crumbling away during the 
week, but if you look at the situation 
on a positive note, it may be able to 
provide you with the chance to 
rebuild according to your own design 
and desire. Don’t take any foolish 
risks with your health. 


AQUARIUS: 
(January 21 - February 19) 


Someone in your life seems to 
be trying to dominate your every 
move. This person needs to be put in 
their place with as much tact as pos- 
sible, with no question of your intent. 
Things may be changing regarding 
your personal lifestyle, but it will 
work out for the best. 


PISCES: 
(February 20 - March 20) 


The choices you make this 
week will depend on your ability to 
tell the difference between what 
looks good and what is really in your 
best interest. You must be able to 
maintain a certain level of enthusi- 
asm if you want to accomplish every- 
thing on time. 


IF THIS WEEK IS YOUR 
BIRTHDAY: You are naturally very 
practical and grounded in your 
thoughts and actions. Your fondness 
for comfort will find you in plush 
surroundings and sensual pleasures 
are very important to you. You prefer 
monogamous relationships, where 
you can put your best foot forward. 
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By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


No, the NBA should not put an 
age limit on players entering the 
draft. 

I understand the frustration 
most college coaches feel when 
their star players leave school early 
after one or two years for the green- 
er pastures of the NBA. 

However, who can fault a per- 
son, especially one whose family’s 
stuck in a poverty situation, for try- 
ing to cash in on their talent. 

The sad truth of it all is one 
way or another these teenage phe- 
noms are going to get paid one 
way or another. So why not do it 
legally in the pros rather than ille- 
gally from some booster? 

In the end, they will be digging 
their own graves. 

Many NBA benches are full 
with 19,20 and 21 year olds strug- 
gling to get five minutes a game. 

If a player thinks it in his best 
interest to go to the NBA, it should 
be his decision. 


New England Sports 


Boston Celtics: The C’s took a huge step toward 


Should the NBA 
put an age limit on 


players entering 
the draft? 


April 10, 2002 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


Yes, I think there should be an 
age restriction for players entering 
the NBA draft. 

There is a certain level of matu- 
rity that takes place during an ath- 
lete’s college years. 

Most have never been away 
from home and never had to worry 
about their finances. 

What about the simple idea of 
getting an education? 

Why not put your NBA career 
on hold for four years and get your 
education first? 

The players in the NBA that are 
under the age of 21 are riding their 
benches waiting for their chance to 
showcase their skills. 

What can an athlete really 
accomplish fighting for minutes in 
a professional game, when they 
could be starting for their college? 

They should be excited about 
their team going to the Final Four, 
not hoping their team will make it 
through the first round of the play- 
offs. 

Some might argue that some of 
the younger players cannot afford 
to go to college, but if they are that 
good, I’m sure they will have col- 
leges knocking on their doors offer- 
ing full scholarships. 


the playoffs April 5 defeating the Lakers 99- 81 to 
improve their record to 44-32. 


Boston Red Sox: Pitcher Derek Lowe no-hit 


the Baltimore Orioles for 7 innings on April 5 5 en-route to 


his Bist ¥ win a i season. — 


cece 


pril ‘gam oe 
Rangers. R gistering 2 assists. In his first 3 games back 
Thorton has 4 assists. 7th Player Award winner, Bill — 


Guerin scored his 40th goal Sunday April 7, against s 


New Jersey Devils. 


* all information was obtained from the teams’ Web sites. 


. Thee 
§ 2002 ~~ ver- 
sion of the 
NECC base- 
ball team is 
ready and 
waiting to 
take the 
— field, but 
there is one 
_ problem... 

the field 
isn’t ready for them. 

A scheduled game with Mass 
Bay Community College was can- 
celed April 2 due to poor field condi- 
tions. 

NECC Athletic Director Sue 
MacAvoy said a wet outfield, as a 
result of the rain on April | as the rea- 
son for the delay. 

However, the Knights will take 
the field at some point over the next 
week so make sure to go out and sup- 
port your team. 

Home games are played right 
here on campus as well as at Whittier 
High School. 

What is the deal with Chris 
Webber? The all-star Sacramento 
Kings forward, has been accused of 
taking $280,000 from a former 
University of Michigan booster while 
he was a student there from 1991 to 
1993. 


Webber, who had been reluctant 
to talk about the matter, publicly 
denied the allegations during an 
interview on ESPN Classic March 
30. 

“I don’t want to put a bad mark 
on my family’s name, so as I said 
before, no, I did not accept the 
money. And how can you take the 
word of a criminal anyway?’ 

Well, lets see. Besides the fact 
that the noted “criminal,” Ed Martin, 
a retired Ford Motor Co. electrician, 
has admitted to making loans to sev- 
eral players to help conceal profits 
from gambling operations at Detroit- 
area auto plants, the story just isn’t 
that hard to believe. 

Webber, along with Jalen Rose, 
Juwan Howard, Jimmy King and Ray 
Jackson were apart of the Fab Five, 
the greatest class ever recruited in the 
history of college basketball. 

From the moment these five 
signed on to play for Coach Steve 
Fischer at Michigan, the rumors 
began to fly. 

Webber, Rose, Howard, King and 
Jackson were all much sought after 
recruits coming out of high school in 
1990. Webber was the number one 
ranked high school player in the 
country. 

So it’s no surprise to most people 
in the sports world, that a story like 
this has surfaced. What’s surprising 
is that it took this long to come out. 

Obviously, Martin was running a 


pretty smooth operation. Why else 
would it take more than 10 years for 
this story to break? 

It would be very surprising to me 
if Webber didn’t feel extremely 
humiliated about this situation. 

I mean, here he is fresh off sign- 
ing a multi-million dollar contract 
with the Kings, enjoying the best 
year of his pro career and he’s being 
scrutinized for accepting $280,000 
from a booster. Sad. 

However, it’s easy to point the 
figure at a player of Webber’s caliber 
and say, “What you couldn’t wait?” 

On the other side of the dollar (all 
$280,000 of them) there are college 
players with not even a fraction of the 
amount of talent as Webber, being 
offered thousands of dollars to go to 
a certain school. 

These players, who have no 
chance of going to the NBA, are put 
in a very difficult situation for a 17 or 
18 year old kid to deal with. 

The real problem here is with the 
Ed Martin’s of the word, low life hus- 
tlers with deep pockets that want a 
little piece of the action. Once again, 
very sad. 

This brings me back to the 2002 
NECC baseball team. A group of 
hard working student-athletes play- 
ing the game, well, just to play the 
game. This is a team very worthy of 
your support. 

And I bet, at one point, Chris 
Webber played just to play too. Sad. 


Lakers on the brink of a dynasty 


Can Shaq and Kobe 
co-exist? 


Whenever an NBA team wins 


multiple championships in a row, it is 
said that another team is unlikely to do 
the same. 

When the Detroit Pistons won the 
championship back to back in 1989 
and 1990, experts stated it would be 
awhile before any team would match 
the Pistons feat. 

Then along came Michael Jordan 
and the Chicago Bulls. 

Jordan led the Bulls to six cham- 
pionships by the time the nineties 
were over. 

Since then we have heard the tired 
old edict come to the surface once 
again, the talent pool within the NBA 
is far to widespread for any one team 
to dominate. 

But let us take a look at the cur- 
rent Los Angeles Lakers. 

First there are the star players, 
Shaquille O’Neil and Kobe Bryant. 


For ten years Shaq has made a 
name for himself on pure size alone. 
At 771 and over 300 pounds there are 
few centers in the NBA that can size 
up to O’Neil. 

Kobe, though lacking Shaq’s size, 
more than makes up for it with his 
uncanny ability to score points and 


score them in a hurry. 


I don’t intend to compare either of 


these players to the illustrious Mr. 
Jordan, that would be ridiculous. 
However, the two of them togeth- 
er are capable of much more. 
As for the head coach, who is 
none other than the famed Phil 
Jackson, there are few who have had 


G otesg bs G ths 


post-season records comparable to 
his. 

Mr. Jackson has won several 
championships, commanding the 
before mentioned Bulls to their six 
titles. 

He knows what it takes to get to 
the playoffs and is capable of winning 
the big games. 

Let us not forget the role players 
on this team, the guys who work in the 
trenches night after night, rarely 
receiving the praise they deserve. 

Role players are plentiful on this 
team, among them are Robert Horry 
and Mitch Richmond, two solid con- 
tributors. 

With all this going for them it is 
hard to imagine anybody honestly 
believing this team is in any danger of 
losing their crown. 

As far as I can see the only team 
capable of defeating the Lakers in the 
playoffs is the Lakers themselves. 

In less than a month the playoffs 
will begin and the level of play will be 
raised to the next level. 

When looking at the teams slotted 
to make the post-season, the only 
clear standout is the Lakers. 


Crystal springs Golf Club 


18-hole 
72-par 


Call for tee time: 978-374-9621 


Where 


good golf 
comes first. 


940 N. Broadway, Haverhill, Mass. 
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Coach KerryQuinlan 


April 10 
Massasoit 
Away 3:30 


April 15 
Dean 
Home 1:00 


April 17 
North Shore 
Away 3:30 


April 18 
North Shore 
Home 3:30 


Captain Victor Ruiz 


All photos courtesy of NECC website 


April 20 
Holyoke 
Away 12:00 


April 25 
Roxbury 
Home 3:30 


April 29 
Quinsigamond 
Away 3:00 


April 30 
Roxbury 


Away 


3°30) 


Captain Corey Pebler 


\OF Mark Eaton 
\P Jason Frotton 
B Darwin Gonazalez 

C Julio Gonazalez 
OF Jimmy Guthrie 
SS Wilson Guzman 
3B Dan McKenna 
2B Luiz Mendez 

P Gabriel Merced 
IB Jose Morales 
OF Corey Pebler(c) 
P_ Victor Ruiz (c) 
P_ Willy Santiago 
OF Mayron Ynoa 


(c) indicates captain 


Sox, Fenway shaky in opener 


By Git E. Matos 
Contributing Reporter 


Play Ball! Two words in the 
English language that welcome the 
spring and the promise of a wonder- 
ful summer. 

Here in Boston, Red Sox fans 
equate a successful summer with 
where the Sox are in the standings. It 
is no surprise that Opening Day 
always perks people up. It marks the 
start of another season where “this is 
our year,” is the most popular phrase 
heard in New England. 

At Fenway Park on Opening Day 
there was an electric feeling before 
the first game of the 2002 campaign. 
The streets surrounding Fenway 
were mobbed with fans dressed in 
Red Sox and Patriot’s garb. There 
were jazz quartets on the street, giv- 
ing Boston a festive, Mardi Gras feel. 
Jugglers entertained children and 
adults alike and the words “tickets, 


need tickets,” were heard throughout 
the morning. 

Vendors were giving away vari- 
ous promotional items, including free 
crackerjacks! Sport stations and 
newspapers were handing out “K” 


was going to sing the national 
anthem complete with an F-16 fly- 
over. Oh, did I mention that base- 
ball’s best pitcher, Pedro Martinez, 
was going to pitch? 

The excitement and energy slow- 


The Red Sox loss only means that the Sox 
will not finish the season 162-0. The fact 
is, that it’s a long season. 


signs and the lines at the bars sur- 
rounding the park were endless. 

If that weren’t enough, several 
Red Sox legends were to be intro- 
duced, the New England Patriots 
were going to throw out the first 
pitch and Aerosmith’s Steven Tyler 


ly dissipated, there was a line run- 
ning the length of Lansdowne Street 
to enter Gate C. Fenway security was 
padding down everyone and smelling 
everyone’s drinks, causing a huge 
back-up everywhere. 

We missed the introductions, the 


Pats, Steven Tyler and had to settle 
for hearing the F-16 jets fly over us. 

Upon entering the park, we were 
confronted with a 20 minute wait for 
beer and another 10 minute wait for 
the bathroom. If that weren’t bad 
enough, Pedro and the Sox were 
already down 3-0 by the time I sat 
down. 

By the third inning, it was 7-6 
Jays, Pedro was knocked out of the 
game and every Sox fan in the park 
was on the brink of a nervous break- 
down. 

By the fourth inning, the conces- 
sion stands stopped selling beer and 
the vendors had run out of meat. 
Hungry fans had to settle for fried 
dough and the ten minute wait that 
came with it. 

The Sox came back and even 
took an 11-8 lead with five runs and 
four hits in the fourth. The Jays 
quickly tied the game with three runs 
and four hits of their own. 

In the seventh, my cousin and | 
retreated to the warm confines of 


~ 


Bill’s Bar, and watched closer 
Ugueth Urbina give up the eventual 
winning run in the top of the ninth. 

Everyone was exhausted after the 
four hour and twelve minute game. 
To top off my day, the Green Line 
took 45 minutes to get to North 
Station and I was stuck next to a 
Yankee fan for the whole ride. 

I don’t mean to put a damper on 
a day that is considered a state-wide 
holiday, but the fact is the events of 
the day ruined my Fenway experi- 
ence. On top of everything, Pedro 
looked mortal for the first time in 
three years. 

Despite the cold weather and the 
all around frustrating day, my opti- 
mism has not waned. The Red Sox 
loss only means that the Sox will not 
finish the season 162-0. The fact is, 
that it’s a long season. Y 

Let’s be realistic though, if Pedro 
isn’t right, then we can start looking 
forward to the Pats and next year’s 
line-waiting contest. 


— 


—————— Oe 
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UConn, Maryland National Champions. 


Huskies and Terps 
reign over college 
hoops 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


A record crowd of 29,619 at the 
Alamodome in San Antonio, watched 
the University of Connecticut defeat 
Oklahoma 82-70 on Mar.31 to cap- 
ture the 2002 women’s college bas- 
ketball national championship. 

The Huskies’ completed an 
amazing season in which they went 
undefeated, 39-0. 

Coach Geno Auriemma ‘s squad 
out rebounded the Sooners 44-25 en 
route to the school’s third title in less 
than 10 years. 

“This was without question the 
most difficult game we have had to 
play,” Auriemma told ESPN. 
“Oklahoma was unbelievably good. 
They were unbelievably good.” 

The Huskies were led by their 
unstoppable frontcourt of Tamika 
Williams, Swin Cash and Asja Jones. 

“The Triplets,” as they have 
come to be known, combined for 62 
percent of Connecticut’s offense, 
scoring 51 points and grabbing 31 
rebounds. 

When asked by ESPN if the 
Huskies’ were the best team ever, 


Spring 


ByScotTt KINNEY 
Contributing Reporter 


Ahhh, spring is in the air. The 
birds are chirping , the grass begins 
to grow up from under the snow. It is 
time for rebirth. 

While on the ‘international cir- 


cuit, April means its time to kick off 


another season of Moto Grand Prix. 
On Apr.7, the GP begins in Japan 


Willliams said, “we'll be up there. 
We'll be up there. But we’ll never be 
the greatest.” 

Guards Sue Bird and Diana 
Taurasi chipped in with 14 and 13 
points respectively. 

The senior class of Bird, Cash, 
Williams and Jones walk away with 
an amazing career record of 136-9. 

“Everybody has been saying, 
“This is a great team, but what are 
they going to do when they get into a 
close game?” Auriemma told ESPN. 
“Well, we got in a close game and 
these kids came through unbeliev- 
ably.” 

In Atlanta, the University of 
Maryland captured the men’s cham- 
pionship, defeating Indiana 64-52. 

Maryland only trailed for 13 sec- 
onds in the schools first trip to the 
title game. 

“We had to really grind it,” 
Maryland coach Gary Williams told 
ESPN. “It took us a good 25 minutes 
before we really ran our offense. Not 
many coaches get a chance to coach 
three great seniors like this. It was a 
thrill for me to watch these guys 
work hard and get their reward.” 

Final Four MVP Juan Dixon fin- 
ished with 18 points. 

“It’s like I’m dreaming right now 
because I’m part of a national cham- 
pionship team,” Dixon told ESPN. 
“A lot of people at home counted me 
out. But I got better each year.” 


Clockwise from top: UConn celebrates national championship, 
Diana Taurasi goes for two, Maryland salutes the crowd, Juan 


Dixon raises his arms in celebration. 


Bi 


has sprung 


at the world famous Suzuka Circuit, 
where Valentino Rossi will attempt to 
defend his 2001 title against an ever 
burgeoning crowd of willing replace- 
ments. 

Max Biaggi, Rossi’s chief rival, 
will surely be on the hunt to ensure 
that Valentino doesn’t repeat. 

Other names to look for will be 
Kenny Roberts, the 2000 champion, 
as well as Daijiro Katoh recently 
signed by Honda to strengthen the 


team behind the winning Rossi. 

All in all this season promises to 
be the best in many years. 

By the time this article is printed 
the race at Suzuka will have passed, 
but you can catch the next race in two 
weeks at Gauloises, Africa’s Grand 
Prix. 

The races air on Speed TV, I can 
smell the burning race fuel now. 


Photo courtesy of MotoGrandprix.co m 


From lefi: 2001 champion Valentino Rossi, Carlos Checa and Max Biaggi. 


All photos courtesy of ESPN.COM 


‘Security to be tightened 
at Boston Marathon 


By ALEXIS GUY 
The Daily Free Press (BU) 


BOSTON (U-WIRE) Security 
will be tightened to an unprecedent- 
ed level at the 106th Boston 
Marathon due to safety issues arisen 
since Sept. 11, organizers said at a 
press conference last week. 

Planning for the Patriots' Day 
race began in November, three 
months earlier than in previous 
years, and 40 agencies are involved 
in the planning. 

“Obviously this was a special 
year; there were special considera- 
tions, and we knew that to ensure 
that this was a fun and safe event, 
we had to get involved in this 
process early on,” said 
Massachusetts Secretary of Public 
Safety James Jajuga. 

The start of the race will be 
commemorated by an F-15 military 
flyover; throughout the race there 
will be 1,500 police officers pre- 
sent, in addition to 300 participating 
in the race and 415 National Guard 
soldiers. 

“Patriots’ Day is a celebration 
of our liberty, of our freedom,” said 
Boston Athletic Association race 
director Dave McGillivray. “To run 
is to be free. Freedom doesn't come 
without a price, and the same can be 
said about this year’s marathon. We 
have focused our efforts this year in 
three key ways: unification, com- 
munication and enhancement. We 
are taking security very seriously 
and we are asking all the runners to 
do so as well.” 

The heightened security mea- 
sures include three helicopters mon- 
itoring the race, as well as the 


involvement of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and the Federal 
Aviation Adrhinistration in the 
security planning meetings. In addi- 
tion to these, the Unified Command 
Center, located at, the Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Agency, 
will be used to organize the opera- 
tion of the public safety resources 
and to provide “real time” informa- 
tion to the agencies present at the 
race for the first time, according to a 
press release. 

“This year, everything is in the 
context of Sept. 11,” said Boston 
Police Commissioner Paul Evans. 
“We are going to take the necessary 
precautions to make sure this is a 
great event; it is every year, and it 
will be this year.” 

Furthermore, background 
checks have been performed on 
most of the elite runners, as well as 
on the race volunteers. 

“Everyone who has a role in 
this race has been subject to a back- 
ground check,” Evans: said. “We're 
not saying that we've checked 7,000 
people, but we're not saying that we 
haven't. It's a different world we 
live in, so we have asked for infor- 
mation from all of our volunteers 
and from the runners themselves 
that perhaps in the past we have 
not.” 


Above all else, the organizers 
stressed they still want this to be a 
community event. They encouraged 
both the runners and the spectators 
to take the necessary precautions. 

“It is important to communicate 
that this is a family event and we 
want it to continue to, be a family 
event,” Evans said. “We don't want 
to change the very fabric of what 
this race has always been.” 
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Plaque outside of the NECC Library Pete Edgerly photo 


Here Greek and 
Romans find 
themselves 

Alive along these 
crowded shelves; 
And Shakespeare 
treads again his 
stage, 

And Chaucer 
paints anew his Outside oie beloved library Peter Edgerly photo 
age. 

As if some 

Pantheon’s mar- 

bles broke 

Their stony trance, 

and lived and 

spoke, 

Life thrills along 

the alcoved hall, 

The lords of 

thought awake our 

call. 


-Excerpt from 
“The Library” 

by: John . 
Greenleaf Whittier 


Ah 
hy 


The lone phone booth outside the library Pete Edgerly photo 
The walls of knowledge close in. 


